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SUMMARY OF THE REPORT BY THE CHAIRPERSON,  

DR MOHAMMAD ISHAM JAAFAR, MINISTER OF HEALTH, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Committee for the Western Pacific in resolution 

WPR/RC74.R1 requested the WHO Director-General to propose to the Executive Board the appointment 

of the Minister of Health of Tonga, Dr Saia Ma’u Piukala as the Regional Director for the Western Pacific 

for a period of five years, commencing on 1 February 2024, and in resolution WPR/RC74.R2 expressed 

appreciation to Acting Regional Director, Dr Zsuzsanna Jakab for her service to the Region. 

The Regional Committee in decision WPR/RC74(1) adopted amendments to its Rules of Procedure to 

improve clarity and better align with the rules of other WHO governing bodies; in decision 

WPR/RC74(2) selected China to nominate a representative to serve a three-year term on the Policy and 

Coordination Committee of the Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in 

Human Reproduction; and in decision WPR/RC74(3) requested the incoming Regional Director to 

prepare options for the equitable distribution of Executive Board seats allocated to the Region.  

In resolutions furthering technical work, the Regional Committee: 

• adopted resolution WPR/RC74.R3 endorsing the Asia Pacific Health Security Action Framework 

to enable the Western Pacific Region to address public health threats through a comprehensive, 

multisectoral approach to strengthening health security systems; 

• adopted  resolution WPR/RC74.R4 endorsing the Regional Action Framework on 

Communication for Health: A vision for using communication to improve public health in the 

Western Pacific Region as a guide to employ a communication for health (C4H) approach to 

improve health literacy and promote behaviour change towards improving health outcomes across 

the Region; 

• adopted resolution WPR/RC74.R5 endorsing the Regional Health Innovation Strategy for the 

Western Pacific to provide guidance to Member States in developing health innovations that 

prioritize well-being and equity; and 

• adopted resolution WPR/RC74.R6 endorsing the Regional Framework to Shape a Health 

Workforce for the Future of the Western Pacific to promote a more motivated and competent 

regional health workforce to strengthen primary health care towards achieving universal health 

coverage. 








