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Overall strategy

On 5 May 2023, the WHO Director-General declared that COVID-19 no longer constitutes a Public Health of
international Concern (PHEIC) and that it is no longer a global health emergency. Despite the termination of
the (PHEIC), COVID-19 remains a global health threat.

This means that it is time for those Member States who have not already done so, to shift from emergency
mode to the sustained management of COVID-19 taking a risk-based approach using the following
recommended tools: COVID-19 vaccination, calibrated public health and social measures, strengthened
health system capacity, early detection and targeted response and international border measures.

As of 31 July 2023, the Western Pacific Region has moved from a biweekly COVID-19 situation report to a
monthly situation report. All future COVID-19 situation reports will be published the first week of the month
until otherwise noted.

Regional overview

As of 28 August 2023, 207 084 830 cases with 416 687 deaths (proportion of fatal cases (PFC) 0.2%) have
been reported. The overall case trend increased in early August and declined over the final two weeks
(Figures 1 and 2). This trend, however, should be interpreted with caution due to decreased testing and
changes in reporting frequency in many countries.

In the previous 28 days, a total of 1 289 392 new cases with 834 new deaths (Table 1) were reported in 22
countries and areas: Australia 15 218, Brunei Darussalam 416, Cambodia 3, China 4 842, Cook Islands 1,
French Polynesia 4, Guam 59, Kiribati 3, Republic of Korea 1 234 790, Lao People’s Democratic Republic
(PDR) 66, Malaysia 1 987, Federated States of Micronesia 58, Mongolia 21, New Zealand 14 487, Niue 9,
Northern Mariana Islands 71, Palau 21, Philippines 965, Samoa 3, Singapore 15 481, Tonga 2, and Viet
Nam 885.

As of 31 August 2023, XBB.1.16 and EG.5 are the two dominant variants, accounting for 43.8% of sequences
in region (22% and 21.8% respectively).

Monthly country situation updates, as of 31 August 2023

e Japan has observed an increasing trend in cases and hospitalizations since mid-May 2023. Between
14 to 20 August, an average of 18 cases were reported per sentinel site. This increased from 14 cases
per sentinel site four weeks previously. Regarding hospitalizations, 13 135 new hospitalized cases
and 132 ICU admissions were reported between 14 to 20 August. compared to 9 395 hospitalizations
and 197 ICU admissions reported between 17 and 23 July. Japan submitted 6 995 sequenced cases
between 31 July to 25 August. XBB.1.16 accounted for the highest proportion of sequenced cases
(26.2%), followed by XBB.1.9.1 (14.7%) and EG.5 (14.1%).

e After several weeks of increasing case trends, the Republic of Korea has reported a decline in
number of weekly cases over the past three weeks. Despite declining case trends, hospitalizations
have slightly increased over the past two weeks but remain low; the daily average of
hospitalizations between 13-20 August was 227, which rose to 238 between 21-27 August.
Additionally, on 23 August, the country downgraded COVID-19's classification as an infectious
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disease from Class 4 to Class 2. The Republic of Korea will continue to implement a multi-layered
surveillance approach including testing individuals and wastewater but will transition from
mandatory COVID-19 surveillance to sentinel.

SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Interest and Variants Under Monitoring in the Region

A total of 14 323 sequences from 9 countries and areas were uploaded to GISAID from 31 July to 25 August
2023.

As of 17 August 2023, BA.2.86 is a Variant Under Monitoring due to its large number of mutations. Nine
countries globally have reported at least one sequenced case. No country within the Western Pacific
Region has reported this variant as of 31 August.

Between 31 July to 25 August 2023, the distribution of Variants of Interest (VOI) and Variants Under
Monitoring (VUM) among the 9 countries and areas was: 22% for XBB.1.16, 21.8% for EG.5, 12.2% for
XBB.1.9.1, 8.9% for XBB, 7.5% for XBB.1.5, 6.8% for XBB.2.3, 5.9% for BA.5, 4.8% for XBB.1.9.2, 3.6% for
BA.1, 2.4% for CH.1.1, 1.8% for BA 2.75 and 1.5% for BA.2.

EG.5 nearly doubled in the number of sequenced cases in the Region in the past month, accounting for
11.2% of sequenced cases between 28 June to 26 July 2023 and 21.8% in the following four weeks.

Deployments 564 534 18 1 16
COvVID-19 total deployments  actively supporting  actively supporting  currently supporting
response deployments completed country offices  the Regional Office remotely

Supplies and logistics for health care workers shipped to 42
destinations in the Western Pacific Region (as of 27 March 2023)

37764374 6492719 2069199 369 336 1408324 9104960 38189

surgical masks particulate medical gowns goggles face shields pairs of gloves alcohol-based
respirators hand rub (100mL)
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782 344 1998669 3730390 706 3198 30155 333490

laboratory tests point of care tests swab kits ICU ventilators oxygen pulse oximeters  rapid antigen tests
concentrators
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Figure 1. Epidemic curve of confirmed COVID-19 cases in countries and areas with
the highest number of cases, as of 28 August 2023 10:00 (GMT+8)
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*Philippines removed duplicated cases on 14 August 2023.

Figure 2. Epidemic curve of confirmed COVID-19 cases in countries or areas with the
lowest number of cases, as of 28 August 2023 10:00 (GMT+8)
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Note: Data continues to be collected and may change according to Member States’ reports.
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1 Countries reported no or partial data for the 28-day period 2Japan no longer reports case numbers as of 8 May 2023.
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Table 2. Countries or areas in the Western Pacific Region that have reported
currently circulating Variants of Concern, as of 31 August 2023 10:00 (GMT +8)

Omicron sublineage

Country or area .
BA.2.75* XBBA XBB.1.5 | XBB.1.16 XBB.1.9.1 XBB.1.9.2 EG.5 cH.1.1| BQ1l
2 X

American Samoa

KT -

i X

X
X X X X X X X XX X

X

X

X

[CETy]

Lao PDR X

X X X X X X X Xxx x

Marshall Islands X X
M sia (Federated States of) X X X X

| NewZzealand |G X X X X X X X XX
ED x
| ThePhilppines |G X X X X X X XXX

Republic of Korea X X X X
x

X X X X X X X X X X

R
ECR
T

*Includes sub-variants. AIncludes sub-variants not specified on the table. Note: GISAID submission data is subject to change.
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Key information and announcements

Information and Planning

The Regional Office continues to monitor COVID-19 incidence in countries and areas across the Region.
Updated information is available on the dashboard for the Western Pacific Region.

Strategic Communication

The Regional Office actively supports country offices in testing messages to ensure data-driven and
audience-focused risk communication and has completed the administration process for continuing to
engage a vendor to provide technical support for message testing on COVID-19 and other emergency

topics.

Messages for the Public

e On WPRO social media, published posts on country partnerships for COVID-19 response, COVID-19
vaccination and risk-based measures, mental health during COVID-19, GOARN updates including on
emergency preparedness and response, COVID-19 and primary health care as part of the Seventh
Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians Forum on Global Health.

e Facebook and X (formerly Twitter) posts:

o

Community engagement training by the Cambodia Ministry of Health, with support from
WHO and partners including the European Union, has equipped village chiefs across all 25
provinces in the country with the knowledge and skills to help control transmission of
#COVID19, influenza, and other respiratory diseases, and collaborate with authorities more
closely on health issues facing their communities. Facebook / X (Twitter)

Live your life while protecting yourself and those around you from the #coronavirus: Know
your risk. Take appropriate protective measures. Get all the recommended doses of the
#COVID19 vaccine including booster doses. Facebook / X (Twitter)

COVID-19 is no longer a global health emergency, but it is still making people sick.
#VaccinesWork to help protect you against serious illness, hospitalization and death from
the coronavirus.. #YouthDay Facebook / X (Twitter)

#COVID19 is still circulating in every country. Dr Maria Van Kerkhove updates on the latest
variant of interest EG.5. Facebook / X (Twitter)

Crossing rivers, a field team travelled over two days from Honiara, capital of Solomon
Islands ™, to reach the mountain village of Kuvamiti. Their mission was to provide and
deliver routine healthcare and immunization to those who live and work there.
#NoMatterWhat the hardship, WHO and partners continue to support the delivery of
#COVID19 vaccines and healthcare services. Facebook / X (Twitter) (retweet)

Many of us remember the COVID-19 pandemic as a time of isolation. In partnership with
WHO, SEACO Asia at Monash University studied how to improve relationships and increase
human connection among people in the Segamat district in #Malaysia ®™through digital
health interventions. Facebook / X (Twitter)

Lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic emphasize the importance of #PrimaryHealthCare
for health security. The pandemic acted as a catalyst, accelerating many innovations and
adjustments in health services that must be sustained while designing a new approach to

#PHC. X (Twitter)



https://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/345dfdc82b5c4f6a815f1d54a05d18ec
https://www.who.int/cambodia/news/feature-stories/item/grassroot-heroes-how-village-chiefs-in-cambodia-are-stepping-up-to-create-a-healthier-future
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/covid19?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFXFlYFpSlAuJz2Ja4ZmPQIAVOL89ONyOWc7tsKyluQH_gIpLxSVO4pQ8DEwPYlaN7k1QVjijoAHfN6wqjyPzyGbtGWPQzpRy3yw4Jwk4xkc9Sn7U-mN-3JkHsnaXQqIHr-r8QHpADcsqXWfshGdUp&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/whowpro/posts/1325323764765256
https://twitter.com/WHOWPRO/status/1686329541512622080
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/covid19?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUYcW8eJ2l6hKOwPSNXck3opjJ1osLtKBH_a05YDlUnoFyp2ERNmu291mpFdYmwGIJ4111AJWmdTWDmDoyQpq0l6jFuj1kxJm11q0U2XAvs9dGYH2QRj0UNP6BSFBA6uIL7dbeKuCnHaFRQMCL9bSHk&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/whowpro/posts/1327811354516497
https://twitter.com/WHOWPRO/status/1688319287415455744
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/vaccineswork?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVa19wX8rHNLm9RCE17skyaesHSnKqm9dVLnEKvKlCuI1PcB0GXaDrA2VTV-UfkxPDYqwBIlPQ4TYz8gnXo5o85Y9AF9Cva96RsNaMRAkdxzKgaW23fFSfsdmai7C7TMdLSeyoog_456ekKOb7XDjmJ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/youthday?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVa19wX8rHNLm9RCE17skyaesHSnKqm9dVLnEKvKlCuI1PcB0GXaDrA2VTV-UfkxPDYqwBIlPQ4TYz8gnXo5o85Y9AF9Cva96RsNaMRAkdxzKgaW23fFSfsdmai7C7TMdLSeyoog_456ekKOb7XDjmJ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/whowpro/posts/1330633740900925
https://twitter.com/WHOWPRO/status/1690287714908995584
https://www.facebook.com/reel/806789567579003/
https://twitter.com/WHOWPRO/status/1690662092200955905
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nomatterwhat?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUdLKTknXwGoiWpzXydOWQcD2_WONCkBLf7uVKxg1FdcDZEsx6gwp60FubJnN4DaQ5EVn_VPEunoHnvhPu1K2VW3kK2k7T7nHrOJMwmqbWvsNxisBa2GFk69ueVa51cW37fiO8RsMK5mnm6FdTBIDIY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/covid19?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUdLKTknXwGoiWpzXydOWQcD2_WONCkBLf7uVKxg1FdcDZEsx6gwp60FubJnN4DaQ5EVn_VPEunoHnvhPu1K2VW3kK2k7T7nHrOJMwmqbWvsNxisBa2GFk69ueVa51cW37fiO8RsMK5mnm6FdTBIDIY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/whowpro/posts/1334351060529193
https://twitter.com/WHO/status/1692861756253847758
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/publications-detail/WPR-2023-DSI-002?fbclid=IwAR0Sxc0voCDMoIvtJMDYfvK_uQtQw6hQYuCy-kWBJzuG3V1Kg5emiLchKNM
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/malaysia?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXH1KtyO5KcVYFfDDoPN1eg00snykQepLHZwkwZuHWvr9qvpaXhXlG9WyS0XBlH0qk_NzZ09H8eHHUM2qh99Hxp4Y52RgDUhu9c2N-OTnEawgflwVhK_Wz5L80zmJ2wwvf27Giv7QitWxNyPab6KlId&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/whowpro/posts/1332148460749453
https://twitter.com/WHOWPRO/status/1691319033491243009
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PrimaryHealthCare?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PHC?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/WHOWPRO/status/1693910881883546040

