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Note for the Record
Forth Meeting of the UN Thematic Working Group on Noncommunicable Diseases,
25 November 2021, Bangkok, Thailand

| Introduction
The third meeting of the UN Thematic Working Group (UNTWG)yon noncommunicable diseases

(NCDs) was held on Thursday 25 November 2020 from 1.0 PMto 4.00 PM at the UN Conference
Center, Bangkok. The meeting was co-chaired by Ms. Gita Sabharwal, UN Resident Co-Ordinator

for Thailand and Taweesap Siraprapasiri, Senior Advisor of the Department of Disease Control,
Ministry of Public Health. The list of attendees is attached (Annex).

NCDs impact every aspect of development and take a huge toll on the economy. At least half of all
premature NCD related deaths can be avoided. The co-chairs highlighted the need for

multisectoral action to address NCDs emphasizing that most of the policies and actions to reduce
risk factors including tobacco and alcohol use, physical inactivity, unhealthy diet and air pollution
for NCDs must be initiated, owned, and sustained by line ministries other than health ministry.

Agenda 1:Launch of the Report and Results and recommendationsof the NCD Investment

Casein Thailand
Key observations/discussion points

e As agreed at the 3ra UNTWG meeting, this report was prepared jointly by Thai experts,
international experts, UNDP and WHO with assistance from the UNIATF secretariat. The
report describes the economic burden of NCDs, the cost of implementing sets of evidence-
based interventions and the return of investment of implementing those interventions.
(Documentis available at: shorturl.at/sBEGM)

e The report highlights that the total annual loss from NCDs is staggering—1.6 trillion THB or
9.7% of Thailand’s GDP in 2019.

e The healthcare costs accountfor 9% and is just the tip of the iceberg. The vast majority of th e
economic burden is from loss of productivity which accounts for 91% of all NCDs related
cost.

e An investmentof THB 211 billion over next 15 years in implementation of proven package of
interventions will save 310,000 lives and generate THB 430 billion in benefits for the
national economy.

e Investing in NCDs will have direct and indirect impacts on achievement of all SDGs.

o Thereport provided a list of recommended interventions and actions to address NCDs in
Thailand and emphasized that shared responsibilities from all sectors beyond health are
crucial to drive the priority actions.

e While communicating the benefits to policy makers, it should be highlighted that overand
above productivity related economic benefits, there are also additional returns/revenues in
the form of taxes collected especially for tobacco and alcohol.

Actionpoints:

e The findings of the report should be disseminated systematically to policy makers and public.
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e The implementation of the recommendations of the report should be systematically
monitored .

Agenda 2. UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund on NCDs and Mental Health—an opportunity for

global leadership and advance NCD agenda in Thailand

Key observationsdiscussion points

e UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) is UN-wide and multi-partner initiative to support
countries in tackling NCDs. Italso aims to catalyze whole-of-government and whole-of-society
policy change and programme actions as well as increase domestic resource mobilization.

e Thailand joined MPTF as a founding strategic partner where it would be an opportunity for
Thailand to show global leadership, mobilize funds and share domestic expertise to other
countries. At the same time, MPTF could be opportunity to build the capacity and affirm high
level commitments as well as promote whole-of-government and whole-of-society including
UN agencies to address NCDs in Thailand.

e Thailand can share experience on innovative financing to mobilize domestic resource to
address NCDs, the case of establishment and implementation of Thai Health Promotion
Foundation and funds.

Actionpoints:
e None.

Agenda 3.Physical activity break

e Thai Health Promotion Foundation (ThaiHealth) led the session of physical activity break by
using the 3.50 minutes video on the rhythm of Thai produced by ThaiHealth.

Agenda4.Interventions on the implementation of UNIATF recommendations, highlighting

actions by UN agencies to supportprogress on NCD agenda in Thailand
Key observations/discussion points

e Advocacy documentswere prepared by UNDP and WHO to drive NCDs agenda such as letter
from UNRC to the prime minister on supporting the ban e-cigarette, joint op-ed on tobacco
and COVID-19 and policy brief for seven ministries on multi-sectoral actions on NCDs.

e UNDP support the localization of SDGs at provincial level by including the strengthening of
provincial tobacco and alcohol control efforts in the package of interventions.

e UNICEFand WHO supported the MOPH to develop the draft legislation to control marketing
of foods and beverages to children and generate evidence for effective front-of-pack food
labelling to address an increasing trend of obesity among Thai children.

e UNICEF worked with key partners to strengthen system to deliver effective mental health
and psychosocial support services to children and adolescent in Thailand.

e FAO worked with MOAC to improve food system development and support safe and healthy
diets through the developmentthe toolkits in empowering street food, restaurant and home
cookfoodfor South-East Asian countries in systematic way.

Page 2 of 9



Actionpoints:

Thai NCD Alliance encouraged FAO to integrate more public health perspective through
increasing access and affordability of safe fruits and vegetables. In addition, public-private
partnership for health promotionshould be addressed - particularly increasing health
awareness in working-age population in public/private workplaces.

ASH Thailand emphasized an important role of UN in engagement of non-health sectors to
address health issues for example UNDP can catalyze tobacco and alcohol enforcement at
provincial level through SDG monitoring, FAO was encouraged to support tobacco farmersin
switching to alternative crops, UNICEF support in advocating the draft legislation to control
marketing of foods and beverages to children is important and continued support of UNRC
office to backup e-cigarette ban policy in Thailand is essential.

Chair of CCS NCD emphasized that the investment case on NCDs in Thailand shows that major
successes of NCDs investment are from non-health sectors as investing on health services
give lowest return then we shall think about how to convey this message to non-health
ministers to increase their accountability on NCDs. In addition, UN agencies may help in
following settings; engagement with private sectors and linking domestic and international
local governments to develop innovative ideas in addressing NCDs.

Mahidol University mentioned that UN agencies play important role in catalyzing cross-
cutting issues that mainly accountable by non-health sectors and sharing best practices in
addressing those issues from other countries i.e., driving sodium reduction policy including
monosodium glutamate (MSG).

Department of Health (DOH) reported the progress of developing the new Thailand nutrient
profile and drafting an act on the control of marketing on food and beverages to children with
technical support from UNICEF, WHO, [HPP and key stakeholders.

Department of Excise, Ministry of Finance stated that tax policy contributes to the change of
consumer behaviors by reducing consumption of alcohol, tobacco, sugary drinks which are
NCD risk factors. At the same time, health literacy is also play roles in providing correct
understanding to Thai population in combating NCDs.

Ministry of Commerce assured that they will workwith MOPH and MOF on the continuation
of the ban of e-cigarettes importation and enforcing this regulation strongly. UN agencies
were encouraged to conduct the study of MSG usage and intake among Thai population and
compare with other countries and provide recommended level of MSG consumption.

UNDP and partners (UN agencies and civil society) to communicate the findings of the
investment case to the parliament and public financing champions to ensure that taxes are
being raised and budget are allocated to various sectors.

UN agencies and concerned partners to continue supporting DOH in movingthe draft act on
the control of marketing on food and beverages to children through the public hearing and
legislative process in 2022.

Agenda 5.Key highlights of UN thematic Working Group so far and unfinished agenda

Key discussion points

UNTWG fits well in the NCDs multi-sectoral platform in Thailand as contributes to strategic
objectives of WHO-RTG Country Cooperation Strategy (CCS) 2022-2026 by bringing in UN

Page3 of 9



agencies and non-health ministries to drive NCDs including SDGs agendas especially
development of public policy and legislation.

e There are unfinished UNIATF’s recommendations that yet to be accomplished and those will
be carried forward to implementin the next phase of CCS and UNTWG.

e Importantlessons from UNTWGin Thailand were documented and published by the UNIATF
secretariat. (Document is available at: https://www.who.int/publications/i/item /united-
nations-thematic-working-group-on-noncommunicable-disease-prevention-and-control-
case-study-thailand)

e The proposed way forward of UNTWG include a continuation of UNTWG on NCDs in Thailand
with a revised TORs and expected outcomes, expanding membership to be more inclusive,
rotating chairs and co-secretariat to increase engagement and accountability.

Actionpoints:

e WHO, MOPH and Ministry of Foreign Affairto jointly prepare a concept note of UNTWG on
NCDs in consultation with all partners.

| Agenda 6. Overall comments, closing remarks and next steps

Key discussion points:

e Thailand’s UNTWG is a good exemplar of what a whole-of-government/society/UN NCD
response looks like. Its operations in steering the platform and jointly advocating on
specific NCDs policy and actions should be shared with the global community.

e The mechanism for driving actions is critical for the next phase of UNTWG especially in
bringing together different skills and resource of different public and private partners
around the table.

e NCDs which is long-term issue that being neglected during COVID-19 pandemic, but their
impacts are enormous as evidenced from the investment case report. This stress an
important of figures and evidence to prioritize actions. The kind of multisectoral actions
and high-level co-ordination needed for NCDs is same as what was successfully done by
Thailand for COVID response.

e NCDs is not just health but also development issue therefore everyone (public, private,
society and community) hasa shared responsibility in addressing them.

e Suggested actions to scale up case investment report include communicate the findings to
the right audience; monitor the implementation of recommendations and mainstream the
issues and engage concerned minister sectors.

Actionpoints:
e UN to explore the possibility to organize a symbolic event such as an annual UN NCD Run.

e UN system to continue working closely with government, civil society and private sector to
reduce the burden on NCDs in Thailand
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Annex: Thelist ofattendees

Government agencies

Ministry of PublicHealth

1. DrTaweesap Siraprapasiri
Senior Advisor

Department of Disease Control

2. Dr Krisada Hanbunjerd
Director, Division of NCDs
Department of Diseases Control
iamkrisada@gmail.com

3. DrSiriwan Pitayarangsarit
Deputy Director, Division of NCDs
Department of Disease Control
pitayarangsarit@gmail.com

4. DrTarinee Pangjunan

Public Health Technical Officer, Division
of NCDs

sendtokob@gmail.com

5. Ms Kulpimon charoendee (online)
Public Health Officer, Professional
Level, Division of NCDs
ncdplan@gmail.com

6. Ms Nutthida Chuaymuang (online)
Public Health Office, Practitioner Level,
Division of NCDs
mew.nutthida@gmail.com

7. Dr Saipin Chotivichien
Director, Bureau of Nutrition
Department of Health
saipin.chotivichien@gmail.com

8. Ms Narttaya Ungkanavin,
Nutritionist, Professional Level
narttaya.ung@gmail.com

9. MrPassakornSuraphad

Public Health Officer, Practitioner Level,
Depertment of Health
Passakorn.srp@gmail.com

10. Ms SomruetaiKantiwong (online)
Foreign Relations Officer, Practitioner
Level, CenterforInternational
Cooperation,
somruetai.k@anamai.mail.go.th

Ministry of Interior

11. Ms Suchitra Daorueng(online)
Head of Health Promotion Group
Local Public Health Division
Department of Local Administration
healthdlaD2@gmail.com

The Secretariat of the Prime Minister
12. Ms Napassorn Purnagupta (online)
Policy and Plan Analyst, International
Affairs Division
napassorn.pur@thaigov.go.th

Ministry of Commerce

13. Ms Kejpiroon Kohsuwan (online)
Commercial Advisor,
kohsuwank@gmail.com

14. Ms Tananda Dipavajra

Director, Public Sector Development
Group, Office of the Permanent
Secretary

psdg2015@gmail.com

Ministry of Education

15. Mrs Patsri Siriprapa (online)
Foreign Relations Officers
spatsri@gmail.com

16. Ms Kultida Uamim (online)
Office of the basic education
commission, Human Resources
Specialist
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cpt.obec@gmail.com

17. Mr ChanarongSrichun (online)
Office of the Basic Education
Commission, Human Resources
Tan.53.008@gmail.com

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

18. Mr Rattawoot Nanthaikaukool
(online)

First Secretary
ra.nanthaikuakool@mfa.mail.go.th

Ministry of Finance

19. Acting Sub Lt Prayoot Settaphirom
(online)

Director, Tax Collection Standards and
Development 1Bureau, Excise
Department, preeyavis@gmail.com

20. Mr Damrongsak Waneloh (online)
Excise Department
preeyavis@gmail.com

21. Mr Preeyavis Pringsulaka (online)
Excise Department
preeyavis@gmail.com

22. Ms Ariya Poovatanakul (online)
Tax Economist

Excise Department

liariya p@yahoo.com

23. Mr Phattra Phattraprasit (online)
Tax Economist

Excise Department

Phattra.excise @gmail.com

24. Mr Kriengkrai Pattanaporn (online)
Director of Tax Planning Bureau

Excise Department
Kriengkrai.exd@gmail.com

25. Mr Phudis Chankhao (online)
Head of Tax Structure Development
Tsc.excise @gmail.com

26. Ms Apipa Wisarutwet (online)
Tax Economist, Excise Department
apipaprim@gmail.com

Ministry of Labor

27. Ms PranayaSukhonphant (online)
Labour Specialist, Professional Level
Department of Labour Protection and
Welfare, pranayasuwan@gmail.com

28. Ms Yupa Supap (online)

Labour Specialist, Practitioner Level,
Department of Labour Protection and
Welfare

promotionwelfare @gmail.com

29. Mrs Supee Sritongthab (online)
Labour Specialist, Professional Level
Department of Labour Protection and
Welfare

promotionwelfare @gmail.com

30. Ms Chamaiporn Tepanual (online)
Occupational Safety and Health Division
chamaiporn.t@labour.mail.go.th

Office of the National Economic and
Social Development Council

31. Mr Wittayarrath Puang-ngam
(online)

Plan & Policy Analyst, Professional Level
wittayarrath@nesdc.go.th

Civil Society
32. Dr Prakit Vathesatogkit
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Executive Secretary

Action on Smokingand Health
Foundation Thailand
prakit@ashthailand.or.th

33. Dr Wannee Nitiyanant
President

Thai NCD Alliance
wannee.nit@mahidol.ac.th

34. Dr Kumnuan Ungchusak (online)
Chair, WHO-RTG Country Cooperation
Strategy for NCDs

Advisor, Department of Disease Control
Ministry of Public Health
kum.ungchusak@gmail.com

35. Dr Wiwat Rojanapithayakorn
(online) CenterforHealth Policy and
Management

Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi
Hospital

wiwat.roj@mahidol.ac.th

36. Dr Thaksaphonthamarangsi
(online)

Director

International Health Policy Program
thaksaphon@ihpp.thaigov.net

37. Dr Orratai Waleewong (online)
International Health Policy Program
orratai@ihpp.thaigov.net

38. Dr Thanaphan suksaard
t.suksaard @googlemail.com

39. Dr Wichai Aekplakorn (online)
Faculty of Medicine,
RamathibodhiHospital
Wichai.aek@mahidol.ac.th

40. Dr Nopphol Witvorapong (online)
Faculty of Economics,

Chulalongkorn University
nopphol@gmail.com

Thai Health Promotion Foundation
41. Dr Pairoj Saonuam (online)
Assistang Chief Executive Officer
pairoj@thaihealth.or.th

42. Mr Rungsun Munkong(online)
International Relations Expert,
Partnership and International

Relations Section
rungsun@thaihealth.or.th

43. Ms Nootchawan Bonruangkitinandha
(online) Technical Officer, Healthy
Lifestyle Promotion Section
nootchawan@thaihealth.or.th

UN Agencies

FAO

44. Mr Warren Lee (online)
Senior Nutrition Officer
warren.lee@fao.org

UNAIDS

45. Dr Patchara Benjarattanaporn
(online)

Country Director
benjarattanapornp@unaids.org

UNDP

46. Mr Renaud Meyer
Resident Representative
renaud.meyer@undp.org

47. Mr Kazuyuki Uji
Policy Analyst
kazuyuki.uji@undp.org
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48. Ms Kirke Kyander
GenderAdvisor
kirke.kyander@undp.org

49. Ms Mashida Rashid (online)
Policy Specialist, NCDs and Tobacco
Control

mashida.rachid@undp.org

50. Mr Hakan Bjorkman (online)
Regional Health & Development
Advisor, Asia Pacific
Hakan.bjorkman@undp.org

44. Dudley Tarlton
Programme Specialist

Health and Development
Dudley.tarlton@undp.org

UN Environment

51. Ms Maria Katherina Patdu (online)
Associate Programme Officerfor Asia
Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP)
mariakatherina.patdu@un.org

UNICEF

52. Severine Leonardi(online)
Deputy Representative
sleonardi@unicef.org

53. Ms llaria Favero (online)
Chief of ADAP
ifavero@unicef.org

54. Ms Sirirath Chunnasert (online)
Adolescent Development Specialist
schunnasart@unicef.org

55. Ms Fiona Watson
Consultant
fwatson@unicef.org

UNRC

56. Ms GitaSabharwal
UN Resident Coordinator
gita.sabharwal@un.org

IOM
57. Dr LeenaBhandari
Ibhandari@iom.int

WHO

58. DrJos Vandelaer
WHO Representative
vandelaerj@who.int

59. Dr RenuGarg
Medical Officer

gargr@who.int

60. Dr Nicholas Banatvala (online)
Head UNIATF Secretariat
banatvalan@who.int

61. DrSusheraBunluesin
National Professional Officer
bunluesins@who.int

62. Odd N Hanssen (online)
Consultant
ohanssen@gmail.com

63. Nadia Putoud (online)
UNIATF Secretariat
putoudn@who.int

64. Alexey Kulikov (online)
UNIATF Secretariat
kulikova@who.int

65. Dr Manju Rani (online)
Regional Advisor (NCD)

WHO Regional Office for South-East
Asia

ranim@who.int
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66. Giuseppe Troisi(online)
UNIATF Secretariat
troisig@who.int

67. Linda Lee Hubbard Merieau (online)
Consultant
merieaul@who.int

68. Mrs Nathaporn Wongsantativanich
Associate (Office of the WHO
Representative)
wanijjapiwongn@who.int

69. Mrs Ganokrat Teachanuntra
Executive Assistant (Programme)
teachanuntrag@who.int
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