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• Since the last edition of the weekly situation report, the Ministry of Health (MoH) reported 
234 new case of COVID-19, 7 recoveries and 0 deaths. The number of incident cases has 
risen substantially since the last reporting period.

• The Government of Australia and UNICEF delivered 259,740 doses of the Pfizer BioNTech 
vaccine to the Government of Timor-Leste on Saturday 29 January 2022. This is part of a 
total 1,260,090 doses of Pfizer BioNTech vaccine that Australia and UNICEF will deliver to 
Timor-Leste in the coming months.

• Pillar 7 and WHO Country Office are conducting a joint assessment of the readiness of 
isolation/ treatment centers in Dili in preparation for a likely surge in cases, driven by the 
Omicron variant. Findings and recommendations will be submitted to MOH  for further 
discussions and actions.

• UNICEF coordinated the development of the Country Delivery Support (CDS) proposal with 
technical inputs from WHO and together with MOH.  The proposal outlines operatinal and 
expansion plan keeping the resource availability from WHO, UNICEF, MoH and other 

bilateral/multilateral donors, and reflect  the funding gap to sustain the COVID-19 
vaccination.  The proposal was submitted on 26th January, 2022. 

TIMOR-LESTE  GLOBAL 

Cumulative 
20,105 (234) 

Recovered (new) 
19,746 (7) 

Active cases 
237 

Deaths (new) 
122 (0) 

Cases  
373,229,380 

Deaths 
5,658,702 

VACCINATION STATUS 

1st dose - 672,453
Coverage - 84.2%**

2nd dose – 564,575
Coverage – 70.8%**

VACCINATION 

 9,901,135,033 doses 

*As per data released by the Ministry of Health
**For adult population 18 years and above

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Situation Report – 137 
Timor-Leste 
*Data as reported on 1 February 2022

 HIGHLIGHTS 

 SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

https://www.facebook.com/MinisteriodaSaudeTL
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• UNICEF and USAID handed over the water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) improvements

made at the Venilale Community Health Center (CHC) on 27 January, as part of a

wider  effort to help improve infection prevention and control at a total of 34 Community

Health Centers in 5 municipalities. WASH improvements have already been completed in

20 of these  CHCs, including at Venilale, and are benefitting an estimated 20,000 people in

the catchment areas of the CHCs where work has been completed.

• Sixty public health inspectors, supported by WHO, has been deployed in different Sucos in

Dili to strengthen the COVID-19 and dengue preventive work at the community level. Their

work includes health information dissemination, clean up the environment and containers,

dissemination of Abate (to control mosquito breeding), as well as monitoring the

implementation of preventive measures.

• WHO teams and the immunization consultants deployed in 10 municipalities continue to

be on the ground supporting the vaccination teams in all municipalities to increase the

COVID-19 vaccination coverage and routine immunization in the country.

• UNICEF supports community mobilization through the deployment of 13 technical

personnel in all municipalities to help raise awareness on COVID-19 prevention, vaccine

uptake, promotion of routine health and nutrition services. This is supported through

messaging on community radio and national television (RTTL).
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1. New and cumulative cases, 23 Mar. 2020 – 1 Feb. 2022 

As shown by the epi curve below, the number of incidence cases has been rising again 

during the recent two reporting periods after very small number of cases for weeks, 

indicative the third transmission wave which is driven by the Omicron variant. See more 

data below.   

 

2. Distribution of cases and deaths by municipalities 

Distribution of newly reported, recovered, and active cases by municipalities, as of 1 February 2022) 

Municipality 

New case 

(26 Jan. – 1 

Feb. 2022) 

Last 7-day 

% change 

(case)* 

Cumulative 

case 

New 

recovered 

(26 Jan. – 1 

Feb. 2022) 

Cumulative 

recovered 

New death 

(26 Jan. – 1 

Feb. 2022) 

Cumulative 

death 

Active Cases 

(1 Feb. 2022) 

Aileu 0 0 126 0 125 0 1 0 

Ainaro 0 0 227 0 224 0 3 0 

Baucau 0 0 1542 0 1535 0 7 0 

Bobonaro 1 100 615 0 605 0 9 1 

Covalima 0 0 790 0 787 0 3 0 

Dili 232 3767 14002 7 13686 0 81 235 

Ermera 0 0 1113 0 1111 0 2 0 

Lautem 1 0 185 0 179 0 5 1 

Liquica 0 0 125 0 124 0 1 0 

Manatuto 0 0 203 0 201 0 2 0 

Manufahi 0 0 265 0 265 0 0 0 

RAEOA 0 0 393 0 390 0 3 0 

Viqueque 0 0 519 0 514 0 5 0 

TOTAL 234 3800 20105 7 19746 0 122 237 

*Change in new COVID-19 cases as compared with the previous 7 days 

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATES 
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• A total of 232 incident cases are reported during the current reporting period (26 Jan. 
– 1 Feb. 2022), as compared 6 cases reported during the previous reporting period (18 
- 25 Jan. 2022), with a 38 folds increase. All but 2 case are reported from Dili, while the 
2 case are from Bobonaro and Lautem municipalities respectively.  
 
The cases reported are primarily close contacts of the confirmed cases, of which 
majority are students from several secondary schools in Dili. Moreover, cases have 
been detected among international travellers and sentinel surveillance sites at 
different health care facilities.  
 

• No death has been reported from Timor-Leste during this reporting period, which is 
the thirteenth consecutive reporting period with no death reported.   

 

• The number of active cases has been 237 as of 1 Feb. 2022.  
 

3. Number of test and test positivity rates 

During the current reporting period from 25 Jan. – 1 Feb. 2022, 2,582 tests were 

conducted, as compared to 1,146 tests in the previous 7 days.  

 

The test positive rate of this reporting period is averaged as 9.1%, as compared with 0.4% 

of the previous reporting period, a 16 fold increase.  

 

4. S gene target failure (SGTF) among the test positives: 

Date No. Positives* No. with SGTF % with SGTF  

6/1/2022 11 11 100.00  

8/1/2022 3 1 33.33  

12/1/2022 1 1 100.00  

13/01/2022 1 1 100.00  

15/01/2022 2 1 50.00  

17/01/2022 1 1 100.00  

18/01/2022 2 2 100.00  

22/01/2022 2 2 100.00  

23/01/2022 1 1 100.00  

24/01/2022 3 3 100.00  

25/01/2022 4 4 100.00  

26/01/2022 13 13 100.00  

27/01/2022 8 8 100.00  

28/01/2022 10 10 100.00  

29/01/2022 25 25 100.00  

30/01/2022 6 6 100.00  

31/01/2022 161 158 98.14  

Total tested 254 248 97.64  
*Only part of the samples are confirmed with ABI PCR test using Taqpath kits.  
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Some sub-lineages of the Omicron variant have demonstrated S gene target failure (SGTF), 

which can be used as a proxy for detecting and reporting Omicron when genome sequencing is 

not available, which is the case for Timor-Leste. As demonstrated by the Table above, of the 254 

samples positive for SARS-CoV-2 infection, 248 has demonstrated SGTF (97.6%). It suggests that 

Omicron has possibly become the predominant variant in Timor-Leste.  

 

 

 

On 27 January 2022, 3 mild maternity patients were admitted to Lahane Isolation Center. 

Since Vera Cruz Isolation Center has been repurposed for Dengue treatment, Lahane has 

been opened to care for mild patients with risk factors. By 31 January, a total of 6 mild 

maternity patients were admitted to Lahane for close monitoring, and 5 patients in other 

isolation centers. All patients remain in stable condition. All the other active cases are under 

home based isolation. 

 

*Note, the municipality data is not currently available currently.  

Further information on isolation and quarantine facilities will be provided in the next edition of 

the SitRep once the assessment of facilities is thoroughly reviewed and deliberated by the 

Ministry of Health.  
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At the time of writing this report (01/01/2022 morning), in total, 1,242,540 COVID-19 

vaccine doses comprising 672,453 first doses (coverage 84.2% among population aged 18 

years and above and 20.4% among the population aged 12 years to <18 years), 564,575 

second doses (coverage 70.8% among population aged 18 years and above and 16.4% 

among the population aged 12 years to <18 years), 5,505 (coverage 0.7% among population 

aged 18 years) booster doses were administered in Timor-Leste. The breakdown of the 

number of doses administered and coverage by vaccine product and vaccine dose is 

illustrated in Table 1. 

 

Table 1:  Number of COVID-19 vaccine doses administered and coverage in Timor-Leste by vaccine product 

and dose as of 10:00hrs 01/02/2022 

 

  

VACCINATION 
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Figure 1:  Coverage of COVID-19 vaccination among population aged 18 years and above by municipality in 

Timor-Leste as of 10:00hrs 01/02/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: Total number of individuals vaccinated with all the vaccine products (AstraZeneca, Sinovac, and 

Pfizer) and AEFI by sex by district in Timor-Leste as of 10:00 hrs 01/02/2022 
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Figure 2: Weekly progress of COVID-19 vaccination in Timor-Leste as of 10:00 hrs 30/01/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3.  Number of individuals among population aged 12 years to <18 years and above* vaccinated with Pfizer 

vaccine and coverage by district in Timor-Leste as of 10:00hrs 01/02/2022 
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Table 4.  Number of individuals among population aged 18 years and above* vaccinated with AstraZeneca and Sinovac vaccines and coverage by district in Timor-Leste as of 

10:00hrs 01/02/2022 
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• The number of incident cases has been increased substantially during the current 

reporting period. Most of the cases are secondary school students from Dili who are 

close contacts of confirmed cases.  Most of these cases have been fully vaccinated and 

demonstrated no symptoms or signs so far. Vast majority of the cases demonstrated 

SGTF, suggesting a wave of transmission has started, driven predominantly by Omicron, 

as shown in most other countries in the world and in the region. 

• With the expected large number of cases during the coming weeks, efforts to speed up 

preparedness and capacity building for severe and critical cases is critical.  

• With the arrival of quantity of mRNA vaccines, efforts are being made to speed up the 

vaccination of adolescents across the country.  

 

 

 

COVID-19 related social media monitoring for Timor-Leste 

  

 
 

 

Summary:  

- Vaccines were the most discussed topic during the reporting period (23 mentions). 
• Although this was the most prominent topic, conversation did not generate 

high levels of engagements. Many discussed the activities of UN 
organisations in the country. 

CURRENT CONCERN 

 

SITUATION ANALYSIS 
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• The UN Timor Leste obtained some engagement when they described how 
Timor-Leste had distributed 1.23 million COVID-19 vaccine doses (7 
engagements).  

• UNICEF Timor-Leste described how social mobilization technical personnel 
were deployed in every municipality to help healthcare staff raise 
awareness of COVID-19, dengue prevention, COVID-19 vaccine uptake, 
nutrition & routine immunization (4 engagements). 

• WHO Timor Leste commented on the importance of taking the vaccine and 
taking the recommended number of doses of the vaccine (5 engagements). 

 

Source: WHO SEARO. SEAR COVID-19 Infodemic Digital Intelligence, 17-23 Jan. 2022 

 

 
 
 

•   For public and professionals on prevention, treatment, and vaccination etc. 

• WHO Recommendations for COVID-19 Related Decisions  

• WHO Free Courses in Tetum – OpenWHO.org  
 

 
 
 

• The MoH has established a hotline number – 119 – for COVID-19 on which people can call to 

get any COVID-19 related information. 

• Additionally, MoH Facebook page provides timely updates on COVID-19 developments in the 

country.  

• WHO Timor-Leste through its Facebook page and Twitter handle also disseminates information 

on preventive measures, questions and answers, myth-busters and latest updates on COVID-19 

globally and nationally.  

• For media queries and interviews requests can be sent to hasane@who.int  

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

 

COVID-19 INFORMATION AND MEDIA QUERIES 

https://twitter.com/UNTimorLeste/status/1484032924815347713
https://twitter.com/UNICEFTL/status/1484042647774068737
https://twitter.com/WHOTLS/status/1484497026486530050
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiODgyYjRmZjQtN2UyNi00NGE4LTg1YzMtYzE2OGFhZjBiYzFjIiwidCI6ImY2MTBjMGI3LWJkMjQtNGIzOS04MTBiLTNkYzI4MGFmYjU5MCIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection729b5bf5a0b579e86134
https://openwho.org/courses?lang=tet
https://web.facebook.com/MinisteriodaSaudeTL
https://web.facebook.com/WHOTL
https://twitter.com/WHOTimorLeste
mailto:hasane@who.int



