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Welcome and framing of the webinar Nana  A. Mensah Abrampah 

Introduction to Hinari Kimberly Parker 

Question and answer All 

Deep dive into searching evidence-based 

practice Hinari resources
Karin Saric 

Question and answer All 

Additional training Kimberly Parker 

Agenda



The webinar will allow participants to:

 Learn about the Hinari Access to Research for Health programme;

 Orient participants to the functionality of the Hinari portal;

 Explain how to retrieve information relating to evidence-based practice 

and quality of care to improve service delivery at the front line;

 Identify search strategies pertaining to quality of care using various 

scientific search engines.
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Learning Objectives 
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WHO Hinari Access to Research 
for Health Programme

Kimberly Parker 

Hinari Programme Manager 

World Health Organization 



• An overview on the WHO Hinari Access to 

Research for Health Programme
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Hinari



 Hinari Access to Research for Health programme provides free or 
very low cost online access to the major journals in biomedical and 
related social sciences to local, not-for-profit institutions in low-and 
middle-income countries (LMICs).

 Hinari was launched in January 2002 for “free access” countries, 
areas and territories (Group A).

 In 2003, it was launched to Group B countries, areas and territories 
with “low-cost access".

Background



Hinari

 Currently, more than 6 400 registered institutions 

 Up to 14 000 journals / 56 000 books / 120 other information resources 

/ 160 publishers partners [January 2018]

http://www.who.int/hinari



Research4Life
http://www.research4life.org



• Utilizing Hinari as a resource for frontline 

workers 
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Hinari



Why is information important?

• Imagine you were an engineer trying to build a bridge 

and didn't have access to information about the breaking 

points for the materials you were using.

• Imagine you were trying to grow vegetables to sell in 

your market without knowing anything about the plants 

most resistant to pests in your neighborhood.



Research4Life pre-history
• Now think about when

• medical students studied from teachers who taught from the 

lectures notes they took 30 years before

• university libraries had few books and all old

• government officials were setting policy without access to the 

latest public health or agricultural research

• This scenario was common for every country at one point or another 

in their history.  





Who is Eligible? 



Registration Guide
http://www.research4life.org/howtoregister2/ 



Partnership is a key ingredient

Research4Life partners include five United Nations entities, Yale and Cornell University Libraries, more 

than 200 publishers.

http://www.research4life.org/about/partners/



Hinari Portal



AGORA and OARE Portals



ARDI and GOALI Portals
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Question & Answer 
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Searching Hinari Resources for 
Evidence-based literature 

Karin Saric, MLIS 

Information Services Librarian 

Norris Medical Library

University of Southern California



• Overview of Evidence-based Practice (EBP)

• Hinari Resources

• Cochrane Library

• Hinari PubMed (EBP and traditional filters)

• Hinari Summon

• Free Online Health Information Resources

• Independent Search
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Outline  



What is EBP?

The integration of best 

evidence* from current 

research, patient preferences 

and values, and clinical 

expertise to answer clinical 

questions (Sackett, 2000) in a  

timely fashion.

*Best available evidence is: consistent research evidence with high quality and 

quantity

Best Evidence

Clinical 
Expertise

Patient 
Values/Local 
Conditions

EBP



Hierarchy of Evidence - Medical 
Literature

Most clinically relevant (at the top) Least clinically relevant (at the bottom)
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Filtered & Critically Appraised 

Expert Opinion and Not Filtered 

Background info.



Develop a search strategy

Identify your concepts

• population or problem

• intervention

• outcome

OR together a few keywords/synonyms

Concept 1

• inpatient OR hospital patient

Concept 2  

• hospital-acquired infection OR nosocomial

Concept 3

• prevention and control OR hospital hygiene



Hinari Resources

•Hinari Resources

•Cochrane Library – filtered

•Hinari PubMed

• Clinical Queries – EBP Filter

• Traditional filters - Article type 

•Hinari Summon



Cochrane Database of 
Systematic Reviews

The Cochrane Library via Wiley

• high-quality, filtered, critically appraised SRs from all over the world

• minimum bias: evidence is included/excluded on the basis of explicit quality criteria

• panel of experts reviews the evidence, peer-reviewed, dynamic (updated regularly)

• abstracts searchable for free on the Internet; complete database is available via Hinari



Free online access to Cochrane

http://www.cochranelibrary.com/help/access-options-for-cochrane-library.html



From the Hinari Content page,  open the

Reference sources list to access Cochrane 

Library and other EBM resources.



From the Reference Sources menu, we now will 

click on the Cochrane Library link. The Cochrane 

Library contains high-quality, independent 

evidence including reliable evidence from 

Cochrane and other systematic reviews and 

clinical trials.  It is published by John Wiley.



Search Options:

1) run a basic keyword search

2) use the Advanced Search tool to search 

with a more robust search strategy



Click the + sign to add 

additional search boxes.

Enter keywords/synonyms for each 

concept into individual search boxes.  

Parentheses placement matters! 5(2+3) is not equal to (5)(2)+3     

Let the database “AND” your concepts for you. 







The final section of the Abstract is titled Plain 
language summary. This section is useful for 
disseminating the results to groups of health 
workers and patients.



From the Cochrane 
Reviews drop down menu 
open Browse by Topic.  



From the extensive Browse 
by Topic list, you have 
another option for locating 
subject- specific material.  
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Question & Answer 



• PubMed/Clinical Queries

• PubMed/EBP publication filters
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Hinari PubMed



Now search for evidence-based articles using 

PubMed.  From the Hinari Content page, go to 

PubMed by clicking on Databases for discovery 

list

Remember you must login to Hinari to have 

access to the full-text articles.



Open PubMed which is 

at the top of the

Browse databases list. 



Click on the Clinical Queries link.  



This is a pre-formulated filter that can be used to quickly 

locate articles on EBP literature such as Clinical 

Studies, Systematic Reviews and Medical Genetics.







To run a more robust search click on the “Advanced ” link. 



Enter keywords/synonyms for each 

concept into individual search boxes.  



Add ”Article types” filters to filter for 

EBP literature. 

Click “Customize”

Check boxes next to article types; i.e. 

meta-analysis, systematic reviews, 

randomized controlled trial, 

guidelines. 

Click “Show”.



1) First apply filters on left by clicking on 
the links.

2) Then filter for “Hinari” or “Free Full 
Text”.  There will be some overlap 
between these, but you should look at 
results within both options.







Clear filters before running a new search. 



Summon Hinari



Click on the link for your country, or 

the“Research4Life Summon General Use” 

link if your country is not on the list. 



You can run a basic keyword search in the search box, or you can 

click on the “Advanced” link to run a more robust search strategy. 



Hinari-Summon Advanced Search Screen
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Question & Answer 



• Health Information Resources
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Free Online 







Click on the links to download PPT files 

containing links to many free online 

resources.  

1.Eldis – policy search / health systems

https://www.eldis.org/

2.DOAJ – journal articles

https://doaj.org/

3.Intech – books 

https://www.intechopen.com/books

4.Medline Plus – consumer health

https://medlineplus.gov/

https://www.eldis.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.intechopen.com/books
https://medlineplus.gov/


Criteria for Evaluation
Accuracy

• purpose, references, author, contact information

Authority

• reliability, .edu/.gov/.org/.net, author credentials 

Currency

• date written, frequency updated 

Coverage

• type of information, amount of detail

Objectivity

• information resource or advertisement

Design/Navigation

• fee based site, registration, broken links 



Evaluating Web Pages resources

Evaluating 
Web Information

o guides.library.cornell.edu/evaluating_Web_pages

o usm.maine.edu/library/checklist-evaluating-web-resources

o www.sc.edu/beaufort/library/pages/bones/lesson5.shtml 
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Question & Answer 
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Hinari: additional training 



Displayed is the new Research4Life 

Training portal.   All the inter-program 

training material plus information about 

courses and workshops information is 

located on this page – in six sections.



The other four sections of the 

Research4Life Training resources 

are displayed in this slide.  



This section contains the links 

to the specific programmes’

training material for Hinari, 

AGORA, OARE and ARDI.



Training Materials
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LIVE! Demonstration of 
Hinari PORTAL 

Source: 

http://login.research4life.org/tacsgr0extranet_who_int/hinari/en/journals.php

http://login.research4life.org/tacsgr0extranet_who_int/hinari/en/journals.php
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Question & Answer 
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.

Global Learning Laboratory for Quality UHC: 

To register and learn more: 

http://www.who.int/servicedeliverysafety/areas/qhc/gll/en/index3.html

Thank you…

http://www.who.int/servicedeliverysafety/areas/qhc/gll/en/index3.html


Your turn!  
Search for information on quality of care for maternal health, or on a topic of your 
own choice.

Consider searching:
1. Hinari PubMed / Clinical Queries

Run a simple keyword search: quality of care maternal health

2. Hinari PubMed / Advanced Screen
Concept 1: maternal health OR postnatal care OR postpartum care 
Concept 2: quality of care OR quality-improvement OR health care quality
Apply Article Type filters:  meta-analysis; systematic reviews;
randomized controlled trial, guideline 

3. Hinari Summon / Advanced Screen
Concept 1: maternal health OR postnatal care OR postpartum care 
Concept 2: quality of care OR quality-improvement OR health care quality
Apply filters for journals & scholarly materials

Independent Search


