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Newsletter of the WHO Special Programme on Primary Health Care




Issue 2   |   June 2021

UPCOMING EVENT

22 June 2021, 12:00-14:00 CET

HIGH-LEVEL EVENT: The role of primary health care in the
COVID-19 pandemic response and leading equitable recovery


Interpretation will be available in Arabic, Chinese, English,

French, Russian and Spanish

The event will stream live on this page

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Update on primary health care (PHC)
Accelerator

 

Since its development, the primary health care (PHC)
Accelerator in Global Action Plan (GAP), led jointly by
WHO and UNICEF, at global, regional and country
levels, has been consistently driving country impact
on primary health care steered by governments in
coordinated collaboration with the 13 signatory
agencies  [READ MORE]

Highlight on cross-accelerator work at
country level 


DOWNLOAD EVENT FLYER

https://www.who.int/health-topics/primary-health-care#tab=tab_1
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/06/22/default-calendar/high-level-event-the-role-of-primary-health-care-in-the-covid-19-pandemic-response-and-leading-equitable-recovery
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/e6e5baa5-ce93-f928-ee80-e859fbd03761/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_2_SD_Final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/d5a0f57f-f9db-569e-410f-840afbf91f71/PHC_FLYER_v4_FINAL_17_June_2021.pdf
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A key to successful implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goal 3 (SDG3) Global Action Plan
(GAP) is the coordination of the Primary health care
(PHC) Accelerator with the other accelerator areas of
the GAP platform.  The PHC Accelerator is among the
seven accelerator areas under the GAP.  [READ
MORE]

Joint mission on primary health care
for universal health coverage in
Pakistan
The Government of Pakistan places health at the
center of its human development agenda. Pakistan
signed the UHC2030 Global Compact in 2018,
committing itself to advancing Universal Health
Coverage (UHC)  [READ MORE]

Parenting Inter-Agency Vision 

 

COVID-19 has put parents and caregivers under
extreme stress. It is estimated that that more than one
billion children are at risk due to the increased
isolation from school closures, the financial hardship
of families [READ MORE]

Ensuring equitable recovery and more
resilient health systems with support
from the Government of Canada

 

WHO and the Government of Canada (Department of
Foreign Affairs Trade and Development) recently
signed two grant agreements in the amount of 130.38
million Canadian dollars [READ MORE]

Immunization Agenda 2030

 

Last month, the Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030)
was officially launched by WHO, UNICEF, Gavi and
other partners, setting out the global vaccine and
immunization vision and strategy for the next
decade. [READ MORE]

https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/4f905a7b-c9da-bb04-c4d8-e0cc08688290/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_3_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/4f905a7b-c9da-bb04-c4d8-e0cc08688290/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_3_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/4f905a7b-c9da-bb04-c4d8-e0cc08688290/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_3_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/5f421988-3472-43c2-49d4-8c83089025b1/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_1_rev_HM_with_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/f77deffb-9c42-fdb6-45b7-4ff670876de5/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_6_rev_HM_SD_FINAL.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/4a3310c9-a93f-c16d-984b-36128ecd1236/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_5_SD_FINAL.pdf
http://www.immunizationagenda2030.org/images/documents/BLS20116_IA_Visula-ID-Design&Layout_spread_009_WEB.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/123dcc3b178d8860a97ab603b/files/ddd560b7-7eb9-a8d6-657f-f811e33088d4/Newsletter_Issue_8__story_7_SD_FINAL.pdf
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NEWS FROM THE WHO EUROPEAN CENTRE

FOR PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

New WHO/Europe information series highlights the transformation of primary health
care during COVID-19

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, primary health care (PHC) systems in the WHO European Region have met
the unprecedented surge in needs, with several countries responding by accelerating long-standing reforms  [READ
MORE]

Primary Health Care Country Vignettes

The Primary Health Care Country Vignettes series illustrates the continued importance and transformation of

primary health care across the WHO European Region during the COVID-19 pandemic. 




[GO TO VIGNETTES]

ABOUT THE WHO SPECIAL PROGRAMME ON

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

As the Declaration of Astana sets out, a comprehensive primary health care approach upholds the
right to health, promote social justice, empower individuals and communities, and address the
determinants of health. They are also fundamental to achieving universal health coverage. 

But primary health care (PHC) is not one and done. It is not a single intervention, programme or
goal. Rather, it is an approach that must take into account a large number of medical, geographical,
socioeconomic, environmental and political factors affecting health and well-being.

In order to ensure that a PHC approach is an integral part of the organization's work across all
three strategic priorities of healthier populations, universal health coverage (UHC), and health
emergencies, as well as being practical and available at the country, regional and global echelons,
WHO has established the Special Programme on Primary Health Care.




https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-care/news/news/2021/6/new-whoeurope-information-series-highlights-the-transformation-of-primary-health-care-during-covid-19
https://youtu.be/ntQ3U6PLCq0
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-care/country-work/primary-health-care-country-vignettes
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/328123/WHO-HIS-SDS-2018.61-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.who.int/health-topics/universal-health-coverage#tab=tab_1
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Through the WHO transformation agenda, the Special Programme on Primary Health Care and the
UHC Partnership and Joint Working Team for PHC & UHC--a bottom-up three-level support
platform to countries--merged in order to boost the implementation of the PHC approach in
countries as a means to achieve UHC. 

The Special Programme on Primary Health Care serves three core functions: 

Country impact - Provides a one-stop mechanism for PHC implementation support to
Member States, thus putting into action the Operational Framework for PHC; 
Evidence and innovation - produces PHC-oriented evidence and innovation, including
measuring PHC progress, with a sharper focus on people left behind, while ensuring
technical coherence and conceptual clarity on PHC-relevant global goods; and
Policy and partnership - Promotes PHC renewal through advocacy and partnership with
stakeholders at global, regional and country levels

As an agile, integrated platform, the Special Programme on Primary Health Care provides advice
and assistance in building people-centred, resilient and sustainable PHC-based health systems.
One practical tool already available to help countries deliver on a PHC approach is the Operational
framework on primary health care. 

RELATED RESOURCES

     Health topic: Primary health care

     Fact sheet on primary health care

  

OUR PARTNERS




The Global Action Plan
for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All




Signatory agencies of the Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All



UHC2030




https://www.uhcpartnership.net/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/primary-health-care#tab=tab_3
https://www.who.int/health-topics/primary-health-care#tab=tab_1
http://primary%20health%20care/
https://www.who.int/initiatives/sdg3-global-action-plan
https://www.who.int/initiatives/sdg3-global-action-plan
https://www.uhc2030.org/
https://www.uhc2030.org/
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PHCPI

STORIES FROM THE FIELD




Zimbabwe: Data-driven decisions maintain
availability and access to essential health
services during the COVID-19 response




Uzbekistan strengthens its health system in the
midst of COVID-19 crisis




Mongolia’s mobile health clinics bring primary
health care to vulnerable communities




Sudan’s community dialogues empower
disadvantaged populations to decide on their
health priorities




Ensuring essential health services during COVID-
19 in the State of Chhattisgarh, India




Georgia’s experience during COVID-19 will
inform its future primary health care approaches

https://improvingphc.org/
https://improvingphc.org/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-zimbabwe/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-zimbabwe/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-zimbabwe/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-uzbekistan/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-uzbekistan/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-mongolia/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-mongolia/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-sudan/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-sudan/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-india-chhattisgarh/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-india-chhattisgarh/
http://uhcpartnership.net/story-georgia/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-georgia/
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Health for all is Somalia’s answer to COVID-19
and future threats to health




Islamic Republic of Iran tackles COVID-19 by
enhancing primary health care




Pakistan’s drive to restore essential health
services during COVID-19

Technical Information
To assist you, we have available the Technical Series on Primary Health Care, which
covers more than two dozen aspects of providing care in the community, to the
community, and through the community, ensuring health for all at all ages. The
Technical Series on Primary Health Care can be found here

We also have available for you a series of webinars on various PHC-related topics,
which can be found here, along with copies of previous issues of this newsletter.

Questions? Comments? Ideas to share? Please write to us at
primaryhealthcare@who.int

https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-somalia/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-somalia/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-iran/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-iran/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-pakistan/
https://www.uhcpartnership.net/story-pakistan/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/primary-health-care#tab=tab_1
https://www.who.int/teams/primary-health-care/phc-webinars-and-newsletter
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