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Area = around 2  million Km2

Population = 35 Million 
13 regions 
(2020 statistics)



Saudi Arabia healthcare 

• The population of the Kingdom continues to grow and age

• The population is expected to rise from 33.5 million in mid 2018 
to 39.5 million in mid 2030

• The number of elderly (aged 60 to 79) is expected to grow from 
1.96 million in mid 2018 to 4.63 million in mid 2030 



Saudi Arabia healthcare 

• The Saudi Central Board for Accreditation of Healthcare Institutions (CBAHI) 

Essential Safety Requirements (ESRs) Survey of 2015 has emphasized key 

deficits in safety across all categories of hospitals

• There is a need for health transformation for patient care

• Patient safety is one of the main pillars 

• ESRs mainly are on medications and transitions of care 



Some numbers….

• Ministry of health database between, March 2018 to June 2019

• The electronic medication error database was structured based on the U.S. 

National Coordinating Council (NCC) for Medication Error Reporting and 

Prevention’s (MERP) taxonomy of errors. 

• There were 71,332 medication errors

Alshammari TM, Alenzi KA, Alatawi Y, et al. Current situation of medication errors in Saudi Arabia: a nation- wide observational study. J Patient Saf. Published 
online Mar 24, 2021. DOI: 10.1097/PTS.0000000000000839.  



Some numbers….



New Models of Care 

https://www.moh.gov.sa/en/Ministry/vro/Documents/Healthcare-Transformation-Strategy.pdf

https://www.moh.gov.sa/en/Ministry/vro/Documents/Healthcare-Transformation-Strategy.pdf


New Models of Care 

• Safe Birth 

• The system will support safe medication use during all medication use 
process for women to have a safe delivery and healthy infants 

• Safety of both during transitions of care 



Transitions of care

• The various points where a patient moves to, or returns from, a 

particular physical location or makes contact with a health care 

professional for the purposes of receiving health care

• When patients move across care settings, medication reconciliation is an 

important issue that needs to be addressed
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Main agencies involved in medication 
safety 
• Ministry of Health 

• Other governmental health sector (e.g., National Guard Health 
Affairs)

• The Saudi Central Board for Accreditation of Healthcare 
Institutions (CBAHI)

• Patient Safety Centre 

• Saudi FDA



Several activities have been adopted

• Engagement with patients, families and caregivers

• Patient-held medication list

• Support around discharge

• Medication reconciliation
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2017
https://www.spsc.gov.sa/English/Pages/Patient-Safety-Alerts.aspx

https://www.spsc.gov.sa/English/Pages/Patient-Safety-Alerts.aspx


Teams

Medication safety committee

Multidisciplinary team

15 members

Pharmacist, physicians, nurses, medication safety 
officers

Meet every two weeks to review the results of 
the incident reports from all hospital areas



CBAHI role 

• It is mandatory now all hospitals (governmental and 

private) to be accredited by CBAHI

• It cover different aspects in the health institutions

• Medications have a big part of the accreditation process



CBAHI role 





Patient medication list 



RSD

https://rsd.sfda.gov.sa/index.html

https://rsd.sfda.gov.sa/index.html


Summary 
• The new health transformation is focusing on patient care and safety

• Different instituions and programs are available to ensure the medication safety in 

transitions of care

• The new transformation helped for more alignment between these institiotions 

with the repsect to medication safety 

• More efforts are required by heatlhcare professional to follow up these programs 

and guidelines  



شكرا Thank you

Gracias

Merci 

Thamer.alshammary@gmail.com
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