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OP40 “Strengthen the design and implementation 
of policies, including for resilient health systems 
and health services and infrastructure to treat 
people living with non-communicable diseases and 
prevent and control their risk factors in 
humanitarian emergencies, including before, 
during and after natural disasters, with a particular 
focus on countries most vulnerable to the impact of 
climate change and extreme weather events”

Resolution A/RES/73/2 
Political Declaration of the third High-level 
Meeting of the General Assembly on the 
prevention and control of non-communicable 
diseases

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1648984/files/A_RES_73_2-EN.pdf



Resolution WHA 74.4

Reducing the burden of noncommunicable 
diseases through strengthening prevention 
and control of diabetes 

OP 4 “ to provide concrete guidance to 
Member States for uninterrupted 
treatment of people living with diabetes in 
humanitarian emergencies”

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA74/A74_R4-en.pdf
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CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES

• NCD insufficiently integrated into global and national emergency 
preparedness and responses policies, including in COVID-19 SPRPs

• Need to ensure that NCDs are included in global and country emergency 
preparedness and responses plans for current and future all-hazards 
emergencies

• Opportunity to contribute to assignement under WHA resolution 74/71 to 
strengthen WHO preparedness for and response to health emergencies 
(total omission of NCD in the text of the resolution)

• Window of opportunity with the special session of the World Health 
Assembly to consider developing a WHO convention, agreement or other 
international instrument on pandemic preparedness and response

1 https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA74/A74_R7-en.pdf
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PROCESS 

The report of WHO DG on NCDs to EB148 includes an Annex 9 setting out the process 
that the NCD Department will follow to develop guidance on NCD in emergencies This is 
in response to the 2018 UNGA Political Declaration on NCDs and focuses on the 
following 4 strategic areas:

Governance: to establish an integrated approach to addressing NCDs in humanitarian emergencies 
across WHO, including with the Global Health Cluster. To advocate with donors the prioritization of 
building bridges with a view to prioritizing NCDs in humanitarian emergencies across the health, 
development and peace-building sectors. 

Normative work: to comprehensively map existing policies, guidelines and tools to address NCDs in 
humanitarian settings in order to fill gaps in guidance for governments and humanitarian agencies. 

Technical assistance to countries: to propose ways to improve support to countries across 
preparedness, response and recovery, leveraging crises as an entry-point to build health systems 
back better through development of sustainable NCD services.

Research: to continue existing work with academic partners to shape the research agenda so as to 
inform policies to strengthen emergency preparedness and responses.
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PROCESSES TO COMPLETE ASSIGNMENT UNTIL OCTOBER 1

WHO’s SECRETARIAT 
DRAFTING WORK 

• REVIEW OF NCD 
EMERGENCY KIT 

(co-lead by WHO EMRO/HQ)

FINAL CONSOLIDATION 

Final review and 

consolidation of content 

contributions and other 

inputs

Internal WHO approval 

of the final draft 

recommendations

SUBMISSION TO 
EB150/WHA75 

June 
2021 July-

August 
2021

Sept 2021
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