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As NGOs, partners and delegates,    
 
We would like to acknowledge the government of India for hosting us and especially we want 
to thank Adriana Velazquez and her very small team for having successfully organized this 4th 
Global Forum on Medical Devices (4GFMD) held this week in Visakhapatnam, India. 
Despite the constraints of time, human resources that we all know about, and unforeseen 
events that popped up here and there, this has been a highly successful forum and it 
demonstrates the kind of global credibility that Adriana and her role commands. 
  
Thanks to her pugnacity, enthusiasm, patience and unwavering dedication, we are all here 
today and we start to feel the awareness regarding all aspects linked to the life cycle of medical 
devices which are essential to ensure the quality of care and of course the users and patients’ 
safety.  Just to remember a few of them: regulation, innovation, procurement, adequate use, 
maintenance, human resources, training, and decommissioning. Many new (but not 
unknown) topics have also been added to this list, and they all require deep and further 
attention, like Nomenclature, implementation of Essential in vitro Diagnostic List (EDL), 
donations, mHealth, eHealth and so on. 
  
Everybody knows that the development of biomedical professionals is the key element that 
underlies all the above and Adriana has already been recognized for the tremendous work 
done on this subject over the past couple of years. 
  
All the above have become a huge task to lead and follow up at WHO. 
  
For that reason, those of us who are here today are calling all stakeholders, starting by the 
authorities from all member states to WHO itself and all supporting partners to urgently 
allocate the needed additional organizational, financial and human resources to face these 
challenges in a continuous and effective way. 
  
This path will be the only one that will allow us to move from the perceived awareness to the 
more concrete outcomes that the beneficiaries are expecting. 
  
  
Cathy Blanc-Gonnet, Director, Humatem, France (NGO in official relations with WHO) 
Claudio Meirovich, Director, Meirovich Consulting, Spain 
Jitendar Sharma, CEO, AMTZ 
Edison Maombi, Health Technology consultant, focal point of PESS Eastern Zone, Ministry of 
Public Health, DRC 
Krista Donaldson, CEO, D-Rev 
Gabriela Jimenez, Médecins Sans Frontières 
Ernesto Iadanza, Chair, IFMBE HTA Division (NGO in official relations with WHO) 
Tom Judd, Chair, IFMBE Clinical Engineering Division (NGO in official relations with WHO) 
Lieven d’Haese, In charge of equipment and organization, Médecins sans Vacances 
Nicolas Pallikarakis, Emeritus Professor University of Patras & President of INBIT, Greece.     
Vikas Meka, Global Health Innovation Consultant 
Jessica Jones, Gates Foundation 
Mohammad Ameel, NHSRC, MOHFW India 



Additional supporters since the Forum 
  
Tobey Clark, CCE CHTM, Engineering Supervisor, Technical Services Partnership, University of 
Vermont, Director of the WHO CC for HTM  (WHO Collaborating Center) 
 
Michael W Lane, MBA, CMQOE, CHTM, Director, Instrumentation and Technical Services, 
University of Vermont, Co-director of the WHO CC for HTM (WHO Collaborating Center) 
  
Ali Aldalaan, VP Medical Devices Sector, Saudi FDA, Director of the WHO CC at Saudi FDA 
(WHO Collaborating Center) 
  
Roberto Verna, Professor of Clinical Pathology, MD PHD, Sapienza Universita' di Roma, 
President of WASPALM (NGO in official relations with WHO) 
  
Prof Michael Brainin, President, World Stroke Organization (WSO) (NGO in official relations 
with WHO) 
  
Pascal SOROHEYE, Biomedical Engineer, Chef de Service Gestion des Équipements, 
Direction des Infrastructures, des Équipements et de la Maintenance, Ministry of Health, 
Benin 
  
Engr. Bukola Emmanuel Esan, Chief Mechanical Engineer (Biomedical) & Head of Medical 
Devices Unit, Department of Hospital Services, Federal Ministry of Health, Abuja- Nigeria 
  
Pr Howard Morris, PhD FAACB FFSc(RCPA), President, International Federation of Clinical 
Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (IFCC) (NGO in official relations with WHO) 
  
Dong Soo Lee, President of World Federation of Nuclear Medicine and Biology (WFNMB) 
(NSA in official relations with WHO) 
  
Iñaki Gutierrez-Ibarluzea, Vice President, Health Technology Assessment international 

(HTAi)  (NGO in official relations with WHO) 
  
Mladen Poluta, Director: Health Technology, Western Cape Government Health, South Africa 
 
Paolo Lago, IRCCS S. Matteo Hospital, Italy (WHO Collaborating Center) 
 
Antonio Hernandez, Board Member of Global Health International Advisors (GHIA) 
 
Almir Badnjevic, Director, Verlab, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
Antonio Fratini, Senior Lecturer, Director of the Bioengineering programmes, Aston 
University, UK 
 
Panicos Kyriacou,  Professor of Biomedical Engineering, President, European Alliance of  
Medical and Biological Engineering (EAMBES) 
 
Panagiotis Bamidis, Associate professor, President of the Hellenic Biomedical Technology 
Society 
 
Stefano Bergamasco, Associazione Italiana Ingegneri Clinici (AIIC), Italy 



Oriana Ciani, Associate Professor of Practice, SDA Bocconi, Government, Health and Not for 
Profit Knowledge Group - Health Economics & HTA, Italy 
 
Mario Medvedec, University Hospital Centre Zagreb, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
 
Fred Hosea III, Ph.D., Health Innovation Consultant, Montenegro Institute 
 
Rossana Rivas, Professor, Senior Advisor, WHO CC for HTM, Peru (WHO Collaborating 
Center) 
 
Maurice Page, Medical physicist, expert in biomedical engineering, working as a volunteer 
for the WHO Medical Devices Unit, France 
 
Marc Myszkowski, biomedical engineer, freelance consultant, France 
 
Anna Worm, biomedical engineer, freelance consultant, France 
 
Lori Warrens, Director, MedSurplus Alliance, Task Force for Global Health (NGO in official 
relations with WHO) 
 
Jesus Rueda, co-chair of the Global Medical Technology Alliance (GMTA) (NGO in official 
relations with WHO) 
 
Ralph Ives, co-chair of the Global Medical Technology Alliance (GMTA) (NGO in official 
relations with WHO) 
  
Asha Varghese, Director Global Health, GE Foundation 
 
Christophe Parret, in charge of international relations, Association Française des Ingénieurs 
Biomédicaux (AFIB), France 
  
Murilo Contό, Health Policy Manager, Health Technologies assessment and Management, 
Brasil 
  
Marc Nyssen, Emeritus Professor in Computer Science and Medical Informatics, VUB, 
Belgium 
  
Anthony Easty, Adjunct Professor, University of Toronto, Canada 
  
Leandro Pecchia, Associate Professor, University of Warwick, UK 
  
Ajai Basil, Consultant, National Health Systems Resource Center, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, Government of India (WHO Collaborating Center) 
  
James Wear, Healthcare Technology Consultant, Co-opt Member, Clinical Engineering 
Division, IFMBE  
  
Peter Grainger, Executive Director and Professional Development Officer, The 
Biomedical/Clinical Engineering Association of Ireland (BEAI) 
  



Mário Forjaz Secca, Clinical Engineer and Medical Physicist, Central Hospital of Maputo, 
Mozambique, President of the Portuguese Society of Biomedical Engineering (SPEB) 
  
Elliot Sloane, Visiting Professor, Villanova University, USA 
  
Julie Polisena, Co Opted Member HTAD-IFMBE, Canada 
  
Basit Abdul,  HCS Apprenticeships Programme Manager, Barts Health NHS Trust, London, UK 
  
Dan Clark, Professor of Clinical Engineering and Head of Service, Nottingham University 
Hospitals NHS Trust, UK 
  
Saide Jorge Calil, Professor, University of Campinas, Brasil 
 
Rossella Di Bidino, Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS, Italy 
 
  
  
  
 


