
‘Fight antibiotic resistance – 

it’s in your hands’ 

WHO SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands 5 May 2017 



THE ANNUAL GLOBAL HAND 

HYGIENE CAMPAIGN 

Each year the WHO SAVE LIVES: Clean Your 

Hands campaign aims to maintain a global 

profile on the importance of hand hygiene in 

health care and to ‘bring people together’ in 

support of hand hygiene improvement globally. 



WHO Infection Prevention and Control Global 

Unit – launched end 2015 

 
Protecting patient and health worker lives across the 
world through excellence in infection prevention and 
control 
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Technical areas of work 2015-17 

 IPC capacity building and implementation support 

 IPC to combat AMR - New guidelines 

 Burden of HAIs 

 Hand hygiene in health care 

 Injection safety 

 Prevention of infections associated with invasive 

procedures (e.g. surgery and catheters) - sepsis  

 

WHO IPC team 
safe, high quality integrated  

health services delivered through  

knowledge, innovation, collaborations and people-centeredness 

 



 Note the theme of ‘Fight antibiotic resistance ‘it’s in your hands’ and 

how powerful this is in connecting the infection prevention and 

antibiotic/AMR resistance agendas and targeting individuals through the 

use of “your” – at every level of the health system fighting AMR is a 

personal matter – it depends on the actions of individuals, front line and 

leaders to make an impact.  

 Overall we are trying to say ‘YOU have the opportunity to join us’, 

everyone at every level who can influence safer, quality healthcare 

through prevention of infection. This includes ensuring that all health 

facilities sign up to the campaign 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/register/en/ 

 The campaign name in English, and image colour will be consistent and 

is important for global reach. The advocacy posters for 5 May 2017 will 

have the identify running through them and this year will also contain the 

WHO ‘Antibiotics – handle with care’ slogan too. 

Campaign context  

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/register/en/


Objective 1: Improve awareness and understanding of antimicrobial  

resistance through effective communication, education and training 

Objective 2: Strengthen the knowledge and evidence base through  

surveillance and research 

Objective 3: Reduce the incidence of infection through effective sanitation, hygiene and infection 

prevention measures 

Objective 4: Optimize the use of antimicrobial medicines in human and animal health 

Objective 5: Develop the economic case for sustainable investment that takes account of the needs 

of all countries, and increase investment in new medicines, diagnostic tools, vaccines and other 

interventions 

 

Table 1: Strategic objectives of the WHO Global Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance 

Joining forces for 

the greatest impact! 





 WHO calls on countries and health 

care facilities to strengthen IPC 

programmes based on the recently 

published WHO Guidelines on core 

components of infection prevention 

and control programmes at national 

and acute health care facility level. 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-

components/en/  

 Hand hygiene is at the core of 

effective IPC to combat antibiotic 

resistance, and campaigning each 

year on or around 5 May is one 

important part of improving behaviour 

towards IPC best practices.  

 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/


Health workers:  

 “Clean your hands at the right times and stop the spread of antibiotic 

resistance.” 

Hospital Chief Executive Officers and Administrators: 

 “Lead a year-round infection prevention and control programme to protect 

your patients from resistant infections.” 

Policy-makers: 

 "Stop antibiotic resistance spread by making infection prevention and 

hand hygiene a national policy priority.” 

IPC leaders:  

 "Implement WHO’s Core Components for infection prevention, including 

hand hygiene, to combat antibiotic resistance.” 

 

Calls to action 2017 



http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/2017/en/ 



Use the posters! 







 A new document outlining the strength of hand hygiene 

evidence in informing the core components for IPC 

programmes – 5 May 

 A practical manual on using the core components for 

IPC programmes at national level - 5 May 

 Announcements on a new core components 

assessment tool and related training modules – 5 May 

 Remember you can find the WHO core components for 

IPC programmes and all current supporting documents 

here http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/ 

 

New technical tools for 2017 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/ipc-components/en/


 Reminders to use the #s - #handhygiene 

#antibioticresistance on social media 

 Two new videos – promoting solutions to the 

prevention of HAI, and on the use of the core 

components for infection prevention and control 

programmes including hand hygiene – coming very 

soon! 

 Get ready to use the short video at your events and 

campaign activities, it gives a powerful message 

and will help you engage your audience! 

Advocacy 2017   



Other WHO tools 
 Existing WHO IPC materials 

will also be highlighted again 

on the 5 May campaign web 

pages as many of these will 

help support efforts this year.  

 Remember that the WHO 

hand hygiene campaign toolkit 

is there to help all country and 

health facility activities 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may

_advocacy-toolkit.pdf?ua=1 (it 

is also available in French and 

should be in Spanish soon). 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may_advocacy-toolkit.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may_advocacy-toolkit.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may_advocacy-toolkit.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may_advocacy-toolkit.pdf?ua=1
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We still need facilities to join the 

campaign & receive our newsletter 

http://www.who.int/gpsc/5may/register/en/ 



The global reach of the campaign in 

the WHO regions 

 



Feature a link on your web pages and we will link to you! 



Working with the WHO Collaborating Centre, 

University Hospitals Geneva  

(led by Prof Didier Pittet)  

https://www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1351  

https://www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1351
https://www.webbertraining.com/schedulep1.php?command=viewClass&ID=1351


WHO Infection Prevention and Control 

Global Unit  

- thank you for your on-going commitment 

Learn more at: http://www.who.int/gpsc/en/ 

 

New IPC web pages coming soon!   

http://www.who.int/gpsc/en/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/en/

