
Changing to 

less hazardous 

pesticides does not 

reduce agricultural 

productivity

Banning the 
use of Highly Hazardous 
Pesticides could prevent over 
155 000 deaths from self-poisoning*

Benefits to public health and agriculture include:

Production of this infographic was funded 
by the Global Environment Facility

*https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/279001/WHO-CED-PHE-EPE-18.09- eng.pdf

Reducing 

ill-health caused 

by pesticide 

exposure

www.who.int/ipcs/assessment/public_health/pesticides/en/

Regulators can use the WHO Recommended 
Classification of Pesticides by Hazard to assess 
what should be permitted.

REGULATORS CAN PROTECT PEOPLE 

Identifying pesticides used 

locally

Educating users and retailers on 

appropriate products, pesticide 

use and pest management 

Assessing the need for these 

pesticides, and safer 

alternatives

Imposing restrictions 

on Highly Hazardous 

Pesticides

Removing pesticides from the 

market where safer alternatives 

exist

Assessing risks to 

human health

Highly Hazardous 
Pesticides:

IT’S TIME TO REGULATE HIGHLY 
HAZARDOUS PESTICIDES

People at risk include: 

Cause 
thousands of 
deaths from 

suicide

Are toxic 
in small 
amounts

Can cause 
cancer and 

other long-term 

Exposure happens through:
Inhalation

Contact with skin or eyes

Ingesting contaminated food or water 

Bystanders when 
pesticides are 
being sprayed

Spray 
operators

Agricultural 
workers and 
their families

Are especially 
dangerous for 
women and 

children 

It won’t compromise agriculture, but it will save lives.

Are still used 
in low- and 

middle-income 
countries

PESTICIDES CAN HAVE A BIG IMPACT 
REGULATING HIGHLY HAZARDOUS 


