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World TB Day

World TB Day observed annually on March 24, amplifies the
urgency of ending tuberculosis—the world’s deadliest
infectious disease. TB continues to devastate millions
globally, inflicting severe health, social, and economic
consequences.

Each day, over 3400 people lose their lives to TB and close
to 30,000 people fall ill with this preventable and curable
disease. TB is the leading cause of death of people with HIV
and a major contributor to antimicrobial resistance. World
TB Day is an opportunity to focus on the people affected by
this disease and to call for accelerated action to end TB
suffering and deaths.

Campaign theme

The theme of World TB Day 2025 — ‘Yes! We Can End TB: Commit, Invest, Deliver’, is
a bold call for hope, urgency, and accountability.

e Commit - World leaders at the 2023 UN High-Level Meeting pledged to accelerate
efforts to end TB. Now, we need real action: rapid implementation of WHO
guidance and policies, strengthened national strategies, and full funding.

e Invest - TB cannot be defeated without proper financing. We need a bold,
diversified approach to fund innovation, to close gaps in access to TB prevention,
treatment and care, as well as to advance research and innovation.

e Deliver - Turning commitments into action means
scaling up proven WHO-recommended interventions:
early detection, diagnosis, preventive treatment, and
high-quality TB care, particularly for drug-resistant TB.
Success depends on community leadership, civil society
action, and cross-sector collaboration.




Y MESSAGES

Commitments secured, action required:
Accelerating paceto end TB

Heads of State at the 2023 UN High-Level Meeting on TB made bold,
ambitious commitments to accelerate the global fight against
tuberculosis, setting concrete, measurable targets for 2027. While these
pledges represent a significant milestone, sustained and intensified
action is critical. Scaling up interventions requires strong policies,
comprehensive national strategies, and substantial financial investment
to drive impact at global, regional, and national levels.

The political declaration reinforced WHO’s
central role in spearheading progress,
explicitly mandating the organization to
support Member States in achieving these
targets. Over the next three years, WHO’s
leadership will be indispensable in
steering countries forward, delivering
crucial normative guidance, and providing
targeted technical support to translate
commitments into decisive, measurable
action.

Investing for Impact:
Building a resilient and sustainable TB response

Sustained investment in resources, support, care, and information is
essential to achieving universal access to TB care and advancing
research. This is particularly crucial in closing care gaps and ensuring
equitable access to prevention and treatment, aligning with WHO’s
commitment to Universal Health Coverage. Increased funding is urgently
needed to accelerate the rollout of WHO-recommended TB preventive
treatments, shorter TB treatment regimens, rapid molecular diagnostics,
and other critical innovations, including digital tools. These investments
will drive significant improvements in health outcomes and save millions
of lives. Equally vital is sustained investment in research and innovation
to fast-track progress toward ending TB.

Funding WHO remains vital to achieving global TB targets. Any
withdrawal or reduction in financial support poses a severe risk to the
fight against the world’s deadliest infectious disease, threatening hard-
won gains and delaying life-saving breakthroughs.
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Delivering on commitments:
Fast-tracking action for maximum impact

Turning commitments into real, measurable impact for people affected by TB
demands more than investment—it requires bold, decisive action. This means rapidly
scaling up WHO-recommended interventions, including early detection, diagnosis,
preventive treatment, and high-quality TB care—especially for drug-resistant TB.
Achieving this at scale requires a whole-of-society approach that not only strengthens
healthcare systems but also creates safe, supportive environments where prevention
and treatment can be delivered effectively.

A unified, multisectoral response is essential to dismantling the key drivers of the TB
epidemic—poverty, inequity, undernutrition, comorbidities, stigma, and
discrimination—barriers that extend far beyond the health sector. Sustainable
progress hinges on strong accountability, driven by community leadership, powered
by civil society, and reinforced through cross-sector collaboration. WHO is leading the
charge to dismantle key inequities, pushing for systemic change and inclusive
policies that guarantee every individual, no matter their circumstances, has the
opportunity to receive the care, support, and protection they deserve.
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 Educate yourself on TB causes, managers and other e Ensure essential TB services are maintained
symptoms and prevention; pu blic health leaders and affordable in the community;

e Don't believe in myths or e Support and empower health workers to
misinformation; e Allocate resources, especially funding, to provide essential TB services in line with WHO

* Stand up against TB stigma and improve the quality of TB diagnosis, recommendations;

discrimination. prevention, treatment and care services e Combat stigma and discrimination to ensure
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RAPID DIAGNOSIS
OF TUBERCULOSIS
IS AVAILABLE AND

RECOMMENDED!

Ask your provider for access
to WHO-recommended
rapid tests for TB, to ensure
a quick diagnosis and

early treatment
World Health
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DRUG RESISTANT TUBERCULOSIS

TREATMENT IS SHORTER
AND ALL ORAL

Check with your doctor for

WHO-recommended completely

oral shorter treatment lasting L,

6 months, with fewer pills and B

zero injections. \

PREVENTIVE TREATMENT
FOR TUBERCULOSIS CAN STOP
PROGRESSION TO TB DISEASE

. . If you are a close contact of a

TB patient or belong to a
high-risk group:

. +" get tested for TB
v infection
W +" if prescribed TB
preventive treatment,
complete the full course

to protect yourself from
getting sick with TB
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Stopping treatment early can

# lead to drug-resistant
tuberculosis

Medications must be taken daily
for 4-6 months to be effective

TUBERCULOSIS
TREATMENT

Three things you
need to know:

.
P

e e

TB is treated
with antibiotics

[} i ) TUBERCULOSIS?

ety 6 TUBERCULOSIS
T IS CURABLE!

English

| Download

are a close contact of
a TB patient

belong to a high-risk group
(immunocompromised,
undernourished, children)

SYMPTOMS INCLUDE

cough, fever, and weight loss



https://who.canto.global/b/R3ABT
https://who.canto.global/b/R3ABT
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Chinese
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La tuberculose
est une maladie
causée par un
type de bactérie
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NEKAPCTBEHHO-YCTOMYUBbINA TYBEPKY/E3

Kypc neuyeHus Kopoue, BCe npenaparbl
NPUHUMAIOTCA NepopanbHo

Y3HauTe y nevaiuero epava

0 pekomeHpoBaHHoM BO3
60nee KOPOTKOM NOMIHOCTbIO
nepopanbHOM Kypce: AnuTca
6 MecsiLeB, MeHbLue TabneTok,

HUKaKMX UHDBEKLMN.

1 ’."’

Russian
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TRATAMIENTO DE LA
TUBERCULOSIS:

Tres cosas que
debe saber:
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La tuberculosis se
trata con antibioticos

| Download


https://who.canto.global/b/GV1CE
https://who.canto.global/b/GV1CE
https://who.canto.global/b/PQO4U
https://who.canto.global/b/PQO4U
https://who.canto.global/b/IKITF
https://who.canto.global/b/IKITF
https://who.canto.global/b/RG9LV
https://who.canto.global/b/RG9LV
https://who.canto.global/b/GC0MS
https://who.canto.global/b/GC0MS

INFOGRAPHICS

Since 2000,

19 MILLION
~ LIVES HAVE BEEN

SAVED due to global
efforts to combat TB

In 2023 there were
125 MILLION
B deaths; including

' 161000 deaths
among people with HIV

* Only 21N 5 PEOPLE
with drug-resistant
TB accessed treatment

PROGRESS TOWARDS REACHING
GLOBAL UN TARGET
Fundin require ON TB RESEARCH

for TB research
per year Aim to license
= US$ S BILLION AT LEAST ONE new TB
- vaccine that is safe and
\ effective BY 2027

There are cur rently

P 4 !;lx TB VACCIES |

needed by 2025

757 REDUCTION Amount available

needed by 2025 Milestone:
ZERO

by 2025

*Direct medical and non-medical expenditures, and other indirect costs
such as income losses that are >20% of annual household income

122 countries reported having a national palicy on . ! i iﬂ 2023

social protection for people with T8

= US$ 1BILLION
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https://www.who.int/multi-media?healthtopics=f84013ea-c57d-44af-b97c-29b2261876fd,6ddcec69-ad73-435e-af81-4a10bc4e921a&publishingoffices=9b52f829-6212-407a-ac23-4500e6fca6cd&multimediatypes=548d32f4-8564-4d11-b083-a61e222cee1f&year=2024&healthtopics-hidden=true
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DRUG RESISTANT TUBERCULOSIS

TREATMENT IS SHORTER
AND ALL ORAL

Check with your doctor
for WHO-recommended
completely oral shorter
treatment lasting
6 months, with fewer

pills and L

|, /.| § MY TUBERCULOSIS?

TUBERCULOSIS
MAINLY AFFECTS
THE LUNGS

but can also impact other

parts of the body SYMPTOMS INCLUDE

cough, fever, and weight loss

TUBERCULOSIS H
IS CURABLE!

Centact your healthcare
provider if you:

Eupkag b s high ik roup.
(rmuncoompromised,

__Download _

PREVENTIVE TREATMENT

FOR TUBERCULOSIS CAN STOP
PROGRESSION TO TB DISEASE

If you are a close contact
of a TB patient or belong
to a high-risk group:

" get tested for
TB infection

" if prescribed TB
preventive treatment,
complete the full
course to protect
yourself from getting
sick with TB
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Ensuring universal
access to tuberculosis

Investing in tuberculosis
services, research
services and innovation
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#ENDTB

Promoting cross-sector
collaboration and
accountability
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RAPID DIAGNOSIS

OF TUBERCULOSIS IS AVAILABLE
AND RECOMMENDED!

Ask your provider
for access to
WHO-recommended
rapid tests for TB,
to ensure a quick
diagnosis and

early treatment



https://who.canto.global/b/NGU08
https://who.canto.global/b/NGU08
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https://who.canto.global/b/JQG8J
https://who.canto.global/b/JQG8J
https://who.canto.global/b/OKB93
https://who.canto.global/b/OKB93
https://who.canto.global/b/HG220
https://who.canto.global/b/HG220
https://who.canto.global/b/PDOQS
https://who.canto.global/b/PDOQS
https://who.canto.global/b/I7JJD
https://who.canto.global/b/I7JJD
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https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-tb-day/2025
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/teha88ey5gxda9t965zzg/ALE0oC9sfNZo8YrjV5q5JW4?rlkey=2dntw30xicxh9urbcmgjb27q6&st=jntw8p5a&dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/r3ta6bcnp140up5hk7j7q/AGbh0SDZOuwgMbsXf0o-RSk?rlkey=u0pbwfihb1vn2lfifb5dowior&st=9g4bbp8d&dl=0
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Explained
WHO World TB Day 2025 Tuberculosis: Invest to End Tuberculosis (TB) Explained
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Bust #tuberculosis myths



https://youtu.be/MpZg7gRW2xk?si=np2zzLsH2OaBQNvY
https://www.who.int/multi-media/details/tuberculosis-(tb)-explained#
https://x.com/WHO/status/1639223728415334401

BAL CAMPAIGN: #ENDTBRUN

#EndTBRun

Join a global movement to raise awareness
for World TB Day this March, by running,
walking, or cycling a route that forms the
shape of “ENDTB” on the map! Wherever
you are, create your unique ENDTB Loop
and make TB history.

How you can Run to #EndTB:

% Anyone, anywhere can participate! The
challenge is to design and complete a route
that spells “ENDTB” on a fitness tracking app
(like Runkeeper, Strava, or any GPS-based

app).

Watch the ,-
Global Kick-off
#EndTBRun
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_ Every step, every letter
drawn on the map, brings us
closer to ending TB! _
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How to Participate:

B} Plan your “ENDTB” route - Find streets, parks, or trails where
you can map out the letters.

¥1 Run, walk, or cycle your loop - Complete your route while
tracking with a GPS app.

K} Get creative! - Wear something eye-catching (End TB sign, big
hat, big shoes, or even a penguin costume! ()).

I} Share your achievement - Post a screenshot of your “ENDTB”
route with hashtag #EndTBRun and tag others to join.

3 Challenge your community - Encourage friends, local
community, and public health advocates to participate.

Additional Actions:

® Engage WHO offices, partners, civil society and communities to
organize group runs.

® Feature the most creative “ENDTB” routes in a global
showcase.

© Encourage virtual participation through fitness apps.


https://youtube.com/shorts/YPQFG750MIQ?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/YPQFG750MIQ?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/YPQFG750MIQ?feature=share
https://youtube.com/shorts/YPQFG750MIQ?feature=share
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Global Programme on

Tuberculosis and Lung Health

Campaign page:
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-tb-day/2025
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