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Over the past decade, the world has witnessed unprecedented scale-up of antiretroviral therapy (ART) which
has saved the lives of tens of millions of people. As of December 2019, 25.4 million people out of an estimated
38 million people living with HIV were receiving ART globally.

Increased use of ART has, not unexpectedly, been accompanied by the emergence of some degree of HIV drug
resistance, the levels of which have steadily increased in recent years.

HIV drug resistance can jeopardize the efficacy of antiretroviral drugs used for both HIV treatment and
prevention of the infection and is associated with an increased number of HIV infections and HIV-associated
morbidity and mortality.

Combatting antimicrobial resistance, including resistance to HIV medicines, is a global priority that needs
coordinated action across all government sectors and levels of society.
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