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Migration and health

• Migrant health: the health of individual migrants

• Public health: the ways in which migration can affect the health of populations

• Systems responses to migration and health

• Global governance of migration and health  

AN EFFECTIVE RESPONSE REQUIRES CONSIDERATION OF THESE FOUR COMPONENTS

A MIGRATION-AWARE APPROACH TO HEALTH
a whole-health system response whereby population movement is embedded as a central 
concern in the design of interventions, policy and research

Vearey, Hui and Wickramage, 2019



MIGRANT-SENSITIVE
A predominantly facility-based response that 
considers migrants a vulnerable, homogenous and 
static population requiring specialised, culturally 
competent responses.

• Individual focus & vulnerability-oriented: risks 
further stigmatising migrant populations

• Viewed as a homogenous population; focus on 
international migrants

• Migrants often considered ‘static’
• Emphasis on cultural competency
• Focus on facility-level responses; limited systems 

response
• Potentially stigmatising

MIGRATION-AWARE
A whole-health system response whereby population 
movement is embedded as a central concern in the 
design of interventions, policy and research.

• Population focus & public health approach
• Heterogeneity of migrant populations 

acknowledged; consideration of internal migrants
• Recognition of spatial & temporal aspects of 

migration
• Systems response

MIGRATION & HEALTH IN ALL POLICIES
Facilitate the mainstreaming of migration into health 
governance and health into existing migration 
governance systems. 

RIGHT-TO-HEALTH FOCUS
Without careful messaging, migrants may be 
perceived as sick, a burden on services, and in a larger 
number than they are.
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STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE

Promote universal healthcare coverage.

A Whole-of-government & Whole-of-society response 
to address underlying structural violence including access to 
secure livelihood activities; anti-foreigner  sentiments & 
xenophobia; stigma & moralizing in relation to gender identity, 
sexual orientation & pregnancy 

WHOLE OF 
GOVERNMENT 

&
WHOLE OF SOCIETY 

RESPONSE

WHAT IS NEEDED KEY COMPONENTS OF AN IMPROVED RESPONSE

ADOPT A MIGRATION-AWARE APPROACH: 
a whole-health system response whereby 
population movement is embedded as a 
central concern in the design of interventions, 
policy and research

Make use of the WHO Refugee and Migrant Health Global     
Competency Standards for Health Workers.

Develop a National Migration & Health Task Team (N-MHTT) to Improve 
intersectoral & multi-level action between government departments & other 
governance actors including civil society, international organisations, academia 
and business sector.
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