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Combating human dog-mediated rabies 
through One Health in practice

An example from Burkina Faso

Madi SAVADOGO, DVM, PhD (Public Health & Epidemiology)

Coordinator General for Rabies Free Burkina Faso

BURKINA FASO



2

RABIES FREE BURKINA FASO 

1. Controlling rabies in animal

Short vaccination campaigns in 
the vulnerable communities 

(dog, cat, monkey)

Search of rabid cases in 
animals (joint investigation, 
vet observation, laboratory)

2. Preventing rabies in human

Promoting appropriate management of bite people: access to 
PEP, Vet observation, Lab confirmation, advocacy for more 

available et accessible PEP services 

A ONE HEALTH APPROACH

• Rabies control is too complex to be 
managed through fragmented 
approaches

• The initiative is built on the key OH 
principles: multi- & trans-disciplinarity

• Multi-disciplinary team for joint actions

BACKGROUND

• ~70% of biting dogs are positive to rabies

• Higher number of bite cases recorded each year (>10,000)

• Low access to vaccination services (animal & human)

• 2017: JEE & 2nd most priority zoonotic disease

• 2019: Establishment of the NOHCP (MoH, MoA, MoE, MoR)

• 28 Sept 2020: Rabies Free BF was created 
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RABIES FREE BURKINA FASO 

3. Education and awareness raising

Rabies community and OH capacity building (pre-service & in-
service): training sessions, on-site visits, conference & webinars, 

workshops, etc.  

Community engagement, media and social media, exhibition & 
communication during local or national events  

4. Research for evidence-based policy

Promoting data collection and use for improved rabies 
control (thesis, publication, policy briefs, strategies)

• Civil society organizations as strong tools for the
promotion of collaboration & coordination through
(professional & community levels)

• Media and mobile technologies as innovative channels
for stakeholder education and engagement

• Think big, Start small & and then Scall up → One
Health-based rabies NSP developed & resources
mobilization ongoing (e.g. Pandemic Fund)



Thank you for your 
attention
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More information about Rabies Free Burkina Faso ? Contact Dr Madi SAVADOGO
Via Email: savadogo.madi@yahoo.fr 

RABIES FREE BURKINA FASO 

mailto:Savadogo.madi@yahoo.fr


Detecting and Monitoring Outbreak Diseases in the Community: the 
case of Cambodia

Channe Suy LAN 

Co-founder, Kawsang
WHO EPI-WIN Webinar

1 November 2023
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Cambodia human and animal 

health event based 

surveillance (2019 - Now)

Using milestones and timeliness 

metrics to track progress



Event based real time data sharing

Cambodia Event 

Monitoring System

Events related to 8 
infectious diseases: 
H5N1, H7N9, Flu cluster, 
Rabies, Influenza, 
Diphtheria, Trichinosis, 
Puffer fish

Events related to H9N2, 
H5N1, Leptospirosis, 
Anthrax, Rabies





kawsang.com



Catherine Machalaba, PhD MPH

Principal Scientist, Health and Policy

EPI-WIN Webinar
Voices from One Health professionals

1 November 2023

Preventing Epidemics and Pandemics through
One Health in Practice



The project depicted is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Defense, Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency.  The content of the information does not necessarily reflect the position 

or the policy of the  federal government, and no official endorsement should be inferred.

Project components (2014 - )

• Livestock

• Humans

• Wildlife 

• Mosquito population ecology

• Vegetation

• Soil

• Laboratory

• Climate and weather

• Socio-economics and financing

• Food security risks

• Farm biosecurity

• Early warning system

• Risk communication and community engagement 

• Stakeholder and partner coordination

• …

“Understanding Rift Valley Fever in the Republic of South Africa” 

“Reducing the Threat of Rift Valley fever through Ecology, 

Epidemiology and Socio-Economics in South Africa”

One Health to Reduce the Risk of RVF



One Health to Reduce Human-Wildlife Contact

Risk communication and 
community engagement

Land planning
Protecting species and 
sustainable livelihoods

Workforce development



Balancing Trade-Offs and Co-Benefits

OHHLEP 2021 and 2023
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