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Influenza situation

o Influenza activity resumed since mid-2021 gradually 
back to levels pre-COVID-19 pandemic
o Seasonality appeared; timing drifted
o In many countries back to similar or higher levels than pre-COVID

o Currently in northern hemisphere countries, 
influenza activity elevated
o Low influenza circulation in China

o Need close monitoring of influenza activity in the 
coming weeks/months

Source FluNet: Microsoft Power BI

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTkyODcyOTEtZjA5YS00ZmI0LWFkZGUtODIxNGI5OTE3YjM0IiwidCI6ImY2MTBjMGI3LWJkMjQtNGIzOS04MTBiLTNkYzI4MGFmYjU5MCIsImMiOjh9


• Influenza virus circulation is higher than COVID-19 virus in 
community in some countries in northern hemisphere

Co-circulation of influenza and SARS-
CoV-2



Example of a country in Southern Hemisphere (South Africa)

Example of a country in Northern hemisphere (Germany)

Co-circulation of influenza and SARS-
CoV-2

https://www.who.int/teams/global-influenza-programme/influenza-covid19



3 types of influenza re public 
health

• Seasonal influenza

• Zoonotic influenza

• Pandemic influenza
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2022/11/bird-flu-outbreak-hits-oregon-wildlife-officials-say-its-definitely-serious.html
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http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/empres/Global_AIV_Zoonotic_Update/situation_update.html

Outbreaks in animals
1 Oct – 22 Dec 2022

Avian influenza outbreaks

Human infections of 
zoonotic influenza

2018 ---

o Rapidly increasing number of 
outbreaks in animals 

o Un-precedented genetic diversities of 
avian influenza viruses

o Signals of the threat of an influenza 
pandemic persisting throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic
o China, first human infections with A(H3N8) and 

A(H10N3) subtypes
o Russian Federation, first human infections with 

A(H5N8) subtype
o UK and USA, human infections of A(H5N1) 

subtype reported for the first-time
o Ecuador, the first case of human infection with 

A(H5N1) reported from South America.

! Influenza pandemic risk is 

alarming !

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/empres/Global_AIV_Zoonotic_Update/situation_update.html


How influenza is being 
managed?

• Since 1952 – it is a global public health 
model for 70 years
‣ Currently 158 institutions in 124 Member States

• Institutionalized & functioning capacity in 
countries
‣ Laboratory & disease surveillance integrated
‣ Response mechanisms exercised very season in 

epidemics
‣ Enormous commitment from countries and 

international agencies and partners

Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System  (GISRS)
- The global foundation for influenza surveillance, preparedness and response

https://www.who.int/initiatives/global-influenza-surveillance-and-response-systeme System (GISRS) 



Seasonal influenza
• Year-round (routine surveillance)
• Cycles from specimens 

to public health products

Zoonotic/pandemic influenza
• Collaborative surveillance: 

complementary continuous 
operations of various surveillance 
systems and partners

Year-round operation
Collective globally

Timeliness & Representativeness

How influenza is being 
managed?



Getting ready for next influenza 
pandemic

• Pre-pandemic: seasonal epidemics/zoonotic 
outbreaks
‣ Strengthening surveillance nationally and globally
‣ Products – including new vaccines: development, 

regulatory process and use
‣ Update of preparedness plans/guidance and exercise
‣ Rapid response capacity in countries
‣ ……

• During pandemic of influenza:
‣ Various special studies
‣ Pandemic vaccines, novel products
‣ Whole of government/society engagement
‣ Resilience needed for situations beyond anticipation
‣ ……
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From influenza to beyond influenza
- from GISRS to GISRS Plus

• Using, strengthening & expanding 
GISRS (visible: infrastructure and 
workforce; invisible: trust and 
confidence)

• Collaborative surveillance: 
complementary with other surveillance 
systems in different stages of
specific public health objectives

• Since 1952: seasonal influenza
• Since 1997: + avian influenza, variant/swine influenza, pandemic 

influenza
• Since 2015: ++ RSV
• Since 2020: +++ SARS-CoV-2

• From now – the whole GISRS are on board:
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