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Introduction
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Emil Behring (1854 to 1917) and Shibasaburo Kitasato (1853 to 1931)
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Diphtheria vaccination
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Diphtheria vaccination
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“We are talking about a disease that should be confined to 

the archives of history that is raging in West Africa”

Dagemlidet Worku, Medecins Sans Frontieres Emergency Medical Program Manager 
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Vaccine Preventable Diseases
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November 2023
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Vaccine Preventable Diseases
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After the COVID-19 pandemic, the Diphtheria outbreak surpassed all previous records. 

According to the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination, from 1 

January to 27 December 2023, a total of 996 Diphtheria cases (912 suspected and 84 labs 

confirmed) resulting in 124 deaths were recorded from all provinces of Pakistan
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Vaccine Preventable Diseases
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Recent Outbreaks
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Recent Outbreaks
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Epidemiology of weekly cases of Diphtheria reported by countries within the WHO 

Africa Region as of February 25, 2024
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Recent Outbreaks
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Diphtheria cases by country
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Questions from Clinicians

1. Antibiotic selection and availability

2. Diphtheria Antitoxin 
Indication

Dosing

Sensitivity Testing

3. Isolation of cases

4. Treatment of contacts  
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Diphtheria antitoxin
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Diphtheria antitoxin
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