


UN High Level Meeting political declaration: 
Key requests to WHO



As requested in the political 
declaration, a 2020 
progress report to the UN 
General Assembly has 
been developed with the 
support of the WHO 
Director-General. 
It covers:
• Progress towards global 

TB targets;
• Progress in translating 

commitments into 
action;

• The COVID-19 pandemic 
and TB - impact and 
implications;

• Recommendations.



Overview of progress towards global targets



Overview of progress towards global targets



Impact and implications of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on the TB response

Since the end of 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused enormous 
health, social and economic impacts. Even after some of these are 
mitigated or contained, there will be medium and longer-term 
consequences. In the context of the global TB epidemic, COVID-19 
threatens to reverse recent progress towards global TB targets. 
• Since WHO declared COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern in January 2020, the WHO Global TB 
Programme is monitoring the impact and providing guidance 
and support to Member States, in close collaboration with 
Regional and Country Offices, civil society and partners.

• Data collated by the WHO Global TB Programme from over 200 
countries shows sharp drops in TB case notifications and TB 
service disruptions. 

• WHO modelling and analysis on impact of COVID-19 on TB 
deaths indicates that – a 50% drop in TB case detection over 3 
months will lead to an increase in the number of TB deaths 
worldwide by nearly 400,000 in 2020 alone.  

• More information: https://www.who.int/teams/global-
tuberculosis-programme/covid-19

https://www.who.int/teams/global-tuberculosis-programme/covid-19




It’s time for action
It’s time to END TB
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