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«The plague bacillus never dies or disappears, it can 
remain dormant for decades on furniture, on clothes and 

wait patiently in bedrooms, cellars, suitcases, 
handkerchiefs and papers, and there may come a day 

when the plague, for the disgrace and teaching of men, 
wakes up its rats and sends them to die in a happy city»

Albert Camus



1899                                                                                                                         2013

▪ 1899
1st case of plague in LatAm– PAR  (and 
last), BRA, ARG

▪ 1901
1st case in URG
▪ 1902
1st case in MEX
▪ 1903
1st case in CHI, PER
▪ 1905
1st case in (and last) PAN
▪ 1908
1st case in ECU, VEN

▪ 1912
1er caso CUB y PRI
▪ 1921
1er caso BOL

▪ 2005
Plague persists in 4 countries 
(BOL, BRA, ECU, PER) 

▪ 1958
Last case in ARG
▪ 1963
Last case in VEN 

▪ 1955
1st case and last in ELS

▪ 1915
Last case in CUB
▪ 1921
Last case in PRI
▪ 1923
Last case in MEX

▪ 1931
Last case in CHI
▪ 1932
Last case in URG 

Source: PAHO/IHR

▪ 2010
Outbreak in  PER 

History of plague in Latin America



History of plague 
in the Americas

https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article/file?id =10.1371/journal.pntd.0002680&type=printable

https://www.cdc.gov/plague/maps/ind ex.html

https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0002680&type=printable
https://www.cdc.gov/plague/maps/index.html


Current situation in the Americas

2019 2020 2021 2022# Source
Peru 0 0 0 0 www.dge.gob.pe/portal/docs/vigilancia/sala/2022/SE28/peste.pdf

Bolivia 0 0 N/A N/A https://www.minsalud.gob.bo/component/jdownloads/?task=download.send&id=397&catid=5&m=0&Itemid=646 

Ecuador 0 0 1 N/A IHR communication.

Brazil 0 N/A N/A N/A https://antigo.saude.gov.br/images/pdf/2019/junho/24/Casos-de-Peste.pdf 

USA 2 9 (2) N/A N/A https://www.cdc.gov/plague/maps/index.html 

http://www.dge.gob.pe/portal/docs/vigilancia/sala/2022/SE28/peste.pdf
https://www.minsalud.gob.bo/component/jdownloads/?task=download.send&id=397&catid=5&m=0&Itemid=646
https://antigo.saude.gov.br/images/pdf/2019/junho/24/Casos-de-Peste.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/plague/maps/index.html
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https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article/file?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0002680&type=printable
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https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-018-5062-0
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https://iris.paho.org/bitstream/handle/10665.2/34442/v41e1072017.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y




Thank you
Merci
Gracias 
Obrigada

rivierea@paho.org

mailto:rivierea@paho.org

	Slide 1: Plague in Latin America
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Current situation in the Americas 
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Thank you Merci Gracias  Obrigada

