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a call for action

There is u substuntial and ever-increusing unmet heed for rehubilitation worldwide, which
is purticularly profound in low- und middle-income countries.'?? Rising prevulence of
noncommMmunhicuble diseuses, the uyeiny populution, und improved uccess to emergency,
fraumu and Mmedicul cure correspond with u growing demand for rehabilitution services.'4
Furthermore, uccess to uppropriutely trained rehabilitation providers is needed to redlize the full
benefits of the considerduble growth in the development and avdildbility of dssistive products.
In muny puarts of the world, however, the capducity to provide rehabilitation is limited or non-
existent und fuils to udequutely uddress the heeds of the populution.'?

With its objective of optimizing functioning, rehdbilitation supports those with health conditions to
remain as independent us possible, to participute in educution, to be economicdlly productive,
und fulfil meuningful life roles. As such, the avdildbility of accessible und affordable rehdbilitation
plays a fundumental role in achieving Sustuinable Development Goul (SDG) 3, “Ensure hedlthy
lives und promote well-beinyg for dll at ull uyes”.®

The burriers to sculing up rehabilitation indicute u heed for greduter awdreness und udvocucy,
increused investment into rehubilitation workforce und infrastructure, and improved leudership
und governunce structures.'? The scurcity of evidence for rehabilitation, particularly from a
system-level perspective, presents u chullenyge for the development of technicul guidunce
und policy making. The mugnitude und scope of unmet rehubilitation needs signals an urgent
heed for concerted und coordindated yglobdl action by dll stakeholders. While the rehabilitation
community is united behind a common vision to see rehdbilitation avdiluble to dll who heed
it, the auctudlization of this vision requires consideruble investment, the avdilubility of technicul
tools aund support, and importantly, strong political will,

The WHO global disability action plan 2014-2021? luys out actions for WHO, Member States
und puartnhers tfowards the objective of strengthening uand extending rehdbilitation. The SDGs
and their emphusis on equity und universdl hedlth coverayge offer a window of opportunity to
mobilize the rehabilitaution and brouder hedlth community towards the achievement of this
objective us un essentiul step towaurds ensuring hedlthy lives und promoting well-beiny by 2030.
Bringinyg together stakeholders in the Rehabilitaution 2030: A Cuall for Action meeting will provide
an invaluuble opportunity for discussing the strategic direction for coordinated action und
establishing joint commMmitments to rdise the profile of rehabilitation as a hedlth strategy relevant
to the whole populution, across the lifespan and aucross the continuum of care,
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Participants

The purticipunts of the Rehubilitation 2030: A Cudll for Action meeting will bring toyether
yovernment officiuls, WHO und other UN ugencies, orgunizations representing rehabilitation
service user groups und rehabilitation providers, funding bodies, mdujor professiondl organizations,
resedrch institutions, und relevunt internutionul und hohgovernmental orgunizations.

Objectives of the meeting

1. To draw attention to the incredusing heeds for rehabilitation.,

2. To highlight the role of rehabilitation in achieving the SDGs.

3. To cull for coordinuted und concerted ylobul uction towaurds strengthening rehabilitation in
hedlth systems.

Dates and venue

6 -7 Februury 2017
Executive Bourd Room, WHO heudqyuurters, Genevu, Switzerlund.
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