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• Preventable 

• Primary & secondary 
prevention

• 570,000 cases 
annually, 90% in LMICs 

• Rural women bear 
highest burden   

Globoccan, 2020
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2018: WHO Call for Cervical Cancer Elimination

Tools: 

• HPV vaccine
• POC HPV tests, self-sampling
• Same-day treatment of precancer

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

WHO Director - General

WHO 2018
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Primary Prevention: HPV Vaccination

Bruni et al (2021)

• 2020: Only 31% of countries in SSA had national HPV vaccination programs
• School-based programs impacted by Covid-19 pandemic, vaccine supplies 
• New evidence for 1-dose, increase access 
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Secondary Prevention: Screening and treatment of 
cervical precancer

• Unlike high-income countries, services 
offered by non-physicians 

• Screen & treat: Fewer visits, couple 
screening with same-day treatment

• Move screening & treatment from 
hospitals/tertiary centers and closer to 
rural communities
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HPV Self-Collection for Screening
• HPV test endorsed by WHO as first-line

• Ideal for self-sampling

• Community or home-based screening

• Point of care tests: Same day results 

• Accurate – multiple studies 

• Acceptable

• Cost-effective
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HPV Self-Collection: highly acceptable 

• Jeronimo et al (2017)  - women prefer self-collection 
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Community-based HPV screening

• Increased access vs facility-based care

• Use of HPV self-sampling

• Cost-effective: part of multi-disease 
campaign

• Linkage to treatment:  immediate vs 
facility-based 
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Treatment of precancerous lesions: Use of portable 
devices

WHO, 2019
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Access: Moving from policy to practice

12

• Many LMICs endorsed WHO Elimination 
agenda 

• Ensure high coverage of screening & treatment 
in rural areas – still mostly focused in urban 
areas

• Digital innovations can bridge gaps 

• Address health workforce shortages in remote 
clinics 

• Linkage to tertiary care key 

• Advocacy and accountability  




