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Previous ICD Revisions 
q 10th Revision of ICD (ICD-10) drawn up in the 1980s without 

the benefit of email or modern electronic communication

q Dermatology input into revision largely conducted by just 
two dermatologists (Mervyn Elgart and Alan Shrank) 

q Very little opportunity given to make substantive changes 
from previous revisions 

q The revisions accepted by WHO were largely inconsequential 
(e.g., lichen striatus, cutis rhomboidalis nuchae )



ICD-11
q Planning for ICD-11 was started in 2007 in a collaboration 

between WHO and bioinformatics experts from the US

q Topic Advisory Groups were assembled in 2009 to oversee 
revision of specific domains including dermatology 

q RC (Manchester, UK) and Michael Weichenthal (Kiel, 
Germany) appointed as co-chairs

q ILDS generously supported RC to spend 8 months working 
with WHO in Geneva at the outset of the revision process



What is the ICDD*?
q A detailed dermatologically-focused classification of skin 

diseases

q Fully integrated into the 11th Revision of the WHO 
International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11)

q One of a family of classifications extracted from the common 
WHOFIC** Foundation, including the replacement of ICD-10, 
the ICD-11 for Mortality and Morbidity Statistics (ICD-11 MMS) 

* internet search string: Dermatology ICD-11 

** WHO Family of International Classifications

https://icd.who.int/dev11/l-derma/en


Top level categories 
in the Diseases of 
the Skin chapter of 
WHOFIC Foundation



Top level categories in the Diseases of the Skin chapters
ICD-11 MMS ICDD



ICD-11 MMS and ICDD compared
q There is a considerably larger number of dermatological diagnoses 

incorporated into the ICD-11 MMS compared with ICD-10

q ICD-11 MMS may be sufficient for everyday dermatological practice 

q The ICDD is directed more at academic centres and specialist services



ICD-11 MMS and ICDD compared

ICDDICD-11 MMS

q Note extra detail in ICDD

q Note cross-references to ICD-11 MMS



Example of detailed content in ICDD



Taking a closer look at the ICDD
ICDD Chapter 02 Neoplasms ICDD Chapter 14 Diseases of the skin

*

* contains 313 entries irrelevant to skin



Taking a closer look at the ICDD



Adding detail



Adding detail
q The various domains which can be 

added include body site, occupational 
relevance and aetiological agents such 
as drugs, contact allergens, poisons etc.

q The ampersand (&) links the additional 
information to the primary code



Adding optional detail
q The various domains which can be added include body 

site, occupational relevance and aetiological agents such 
as drugs, contact allergens, poisons etc.

q The ampersand (&) links the additional information to the 
primary code 

q Each element can be searched for independently



Field-Testing of ICD-11 MMS and ICDD

Number of patients included 3,829
No. of patients codable from MMS 3,612 (94.3%)
No. of patients better coded from Foundation     122 (3.2%)
Total number satisfactorily coded 3,734 (97.5%)
Diagnostic concept present in ICD-11                  3,782 (98.8%)

Diagnosis present but not found by field-tester 52 (1.3%)
Index term missing 25 (0.7%) 
Concept missing 14 (0.4%)
Not suitable for coding as diagnosis 20 (0.5%)

16 ILDS-affiliated National societies submitted a total of 79 reports 
reviewing the scope and utility of ICD-11 for coding skin disorders 



Specialist review of ICDD

q Over the past few months ILDS has commissioned reviews of 
the ICDD from recognized specialist experts but the findings 
of these have not yet been analysed.

q We are under no illusions that our task is finished and my 
successor as dermatology representative of the ICD Medical 
and Scientific Advisory Committee, Professor Jonathan White, 
will continue to have plenty of work to do.



Moving forward
q Further WHO assistance in enhancing functionality of ICDD

q Continuing refinement of the classification
q Post-coordination to be options added
q Providing a better interface with other systems using the ICD API

q A hope that colleagues in the US and elsewhere would wish to 
assist in devising the means to incorporate ICDD into their data 
systems for the eventual benefit of patients with skin disease 
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