
GLOBAL BREASTFEEDING SCORECARD

GUIDE TO NAVIGATE THE



Compiles global data on the current status of policies and 

programmes that impact breastfeeding rates

Provides information on current rates of breastfeeding, 

increases accountability, and will document change

Provides country data on multiple indicators according to the 

Collective’s Call to Action Priorities

Provides a visual for the information, utilizing a traffic lights 

scheme to present the data

THE GLOBAL BREASTFEEDING SCORECARD:



CALL TO ACTION PRIORITIES 

1 FUNDING: Increase investment 

in programmes and policies 

that promote, protect and 

support breastfeeding

2 THE INTERNATIONAL CODE OF MARKETING 

OF BREASTMILK SUBSTITUTES:

Fully implement the Code and 

relevant WHA resolutions with 

legislation and enforcement 

through strong legal measures that 

are enforced and independently 

monitored free from conflicts of interest

3 MATERNITY PROTECTION IN 

THE WORKPLACE: 

Enact paid family leave and workplace 

breastfeeding policies, including provisions 

for the informal sector

4 BABY-FRIENDLY HOSPITAL INITIATIVE: 

Implement the Ten Steps to 

Successful Breastfeeding in 

maternity facilities

5 BREASTFEEDING COUNSELLING 

AND TRAINING: Improve access  

to skilled breastfeeding 

counselling in healthcare facilities

6 COMMUNITY SUPPORT PROGRAMMES: 

Encourage networks that 

protect, promote, and 

support breastfeeding

7 STRENGTHEN MONITORING 

SYSTEMS: Track progress 

on policies, programmes, 

and funding towards achieving targets



Values in 2017      2030 Target 

CURRENT VALUES AND TARGETS FOR 2030



The scorecard evaluated 194 low-, middle- and high-

income countries on factors including financial investment, 

health care services, workplace protections and community 

supports for breastfeeding

No countries score highly on all eight policy and programme

indicators

Only 23 countries have met the 2030 global goal (60%) of 

exclusive breastfeeding for six months— this is an urgent call 

to policy makers worldwide

WHAT THE DATA TELLS US:



HOW TO ACCESS THE DATA:

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/


Status of each indicator at country, regional and 

global levels with map views, presented in a 4-colour 

traffic light scheme to visually assess country progress

Country Profiles including country-specific data for all 

indicators (as available)

Interactive Dashboard allows you to compare 

indicators and breastfeeding outcomes amongst 

countries and/or regions

WHAT TYPE OF DATA CAN BE ACCESSED:



Data by indicator

Country Profiles

Interactive dashboard 

– Compare Indicators to outcomes

– Compare indicators within a region

– See countries meeting goals

Research

Full Report 

Understanding the Data (The Methodology)

THIS GUIDE WILL COVER:



DATA BY INDICATOR

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/ 

From the main webpage, 
scroll down to find the 
scorecard data map

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/


EXAMPLE – SEE STATUS OF ONE INDICATOR
AVAILABLE AT GLOBAL & REGIONAL LEVELS

Click the drop-down arrow 

to choose from a list of 

indicators for performance 

globally or by region

https://public.tableau.com/profile/gbc2364#!/vizhome/Tables2/Dashboard1?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/gbc2364#!/vizhome/Tables2/Dashboard1?publish=yes


EXAMPLE – SEE STATUS OF ONE INDICATOR
AVAILABLE AT GLOBAL & REGIONAL LEVELS

4-Colour traffic light scheme to visually 

assess country progress towards 

achieving the Collective’s goals



EXAMPLE – SEE STATUS OF ONE INDICATOR 
PAID MATERNITY LEAVE: FILTER BY REGION

Click the drop-down arrow 

to choose a regional view of 

performance

https://public.tableau.com/profile/gbc2364#!/vizhome/Tables2/Dashboard1?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/gbc2364#!/vizhome/Tables2/Dashboard1?publish=yes


EXAMPLE – SEE STATUS OF ONE INDICATOR 
PAID MATERNITY LEAVE IN ASIA (REGIONAL LEVEL)

Example: Choose “Status of 

Paid Maternity Leave” and 

“Asia” from the drop-down 

menus, then click on China to 

see status of the indicator at 

the regional and country level



COUNTRY PROFILES

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/ 

Click the link to leave 

this page & explore 

the country profiles

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/
https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_100585.html
https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_100585.html


COUNTRY PROFILES

You will be directed to a 

different webpage, where 

you can search and choose a 

country from the drop-down 

menu to pull its profile.

https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_100585.html
https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_100585.html


4-Colour traffic light 

scheme to visually 

assess country progress 

towards achieving the 

Collective’s goals

COUNTRY PROFILES

Country-specific 

breastfeeding indicators 

compared with regional 

and global averages



COUNTRY PROFILES

On the same page, you can scroll 

down to find another version of 

the country profile by clicking the 

drop-down menu and searching 

for your country of choice. 

https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_100585.html
https://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_100585.html


Triangles and lines mark 

country’s situation 

compared to the global 

picture.

COUNTRY PROFILES



INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/ 

From the home page, you can 

also click this link to leave 

this page & explore an 

interactive dashboard.

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/gbc2364#!/vizhome/Tables2/Dashboard1?publish=yes
https://public.tableau.com/profile/gbc2364#!/vizhome/Tables2/Dashboard1?publish=yes


DIVE INTO THE DATA: 

INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD



EXAMPLE: COMPARE INDICATORS TO OUTCOMES 
Rate of Early Initiation at <1 hour + Status of Ten Steps to Successful Breastfeeding

INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD

You can select a single or 

multiple indicators to 

compare and narrow the 

columns in view.



EXAMPLE: COMPARE INDICATOR WITHIN A REGION
Status of Code Implementation into Legislation in Oceania

INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD

In this example, we have 

selected one indicator and 

can now choose to filter by 

region.



EXAMPLE: SEE COUNTRIES MEETING GOALS
See countries with “green” Status of Donor Funding for Breastfeeding

INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD

You can also filter by color, which will 

show the selected indicators and regions 

alongside all of their “green” statuses. In 

this example, we are looking at all 

indicators across all regions.



EXAMPLE: SEE COUNTRIES MEETING GOALS
See countries with “green” Status of Donor Funding for Breastfeeding

“Green” Status in this Indicator represents “at least $5 in donor funding per 

birth”

INTERACTIVE DASHBOARD

In this example, we have 

selected one indicator and 

then filtered to show only the 

countries with “green” status.



RESEARCH
https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/ 

From the home page, you can 

also click this link to leave 

this page & read the full report 

on the research.

https://www.unicef.org/breastfeeding/
http://www.who.int/entity/nutrition/publications/infantfeeding/global-bf-scorecard-2017/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/entity/nutrition/publications/infantfeeding/global-bf-scorecard-2017/en/index.html


READ THE FULL REPORT

http://www.who.int/entity/nutrition/publications/infantfeeding/global-bf-scorecard-2017.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/nutrition/publications/infantfeeding/global-bf-scorecard-2017.pdf?ua=1


UNDERSTAND THE DATA

Read the full methodology, 
including explanations and 
definitions for each indicator

http://www.who.int/entity/nutrition/publications/infantfeeding/global-bf-scorecard-2017-methology.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/entity/nutrition/publications/infantfeeding/global-bf-scorecard-2017-methology.pdf?ua=1


METHODOLOGY



METHODOLOGY



METHODOLOGY





BREASTFEEDING@UNICEF.ORG
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ANY QUESTIONS:


