
 

 
 

 

Second WHO Forum on  
alcohol, drugs and addictive behaviours 

Achieving SDG 2030 health targets through  
enhanced partnerships and collaboration  

 

 
 

Provisional programme of work 

Time Thursday, 27 June 2019 Venue 

08:30-09:30  Registration and collection of meeting badge / WHO grounds pass WHO reception 

High-level segment  

09:30-09:45  Welcome and opening remarks  Executive Board room 

09:45-11:15 

 

 

Part I addressing: 

(a) Public health dimensions of alcohol, drug use and addictive behaviours in the 
context of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 2030)  

(b) Implementation of the WHO Global strategy to reduce the harmful use of 
alcohol during the first decade since its endorsement and the way forward 

 Presentation from WHO Secretariat  
 Interventions from Member States and represented organizations   

Executive Board room 

11:15-11:45  Coffee/tea break   

11:45-12:45   Interventions from Member States and represented organizations (continued) 

Part II:  

Advancing health target 3.5 in Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 2030) through 
international partnership and collaboration: presentation of selected deliverables  

 New WHO-led SAFER initiative on alcohol 
 Harm to others from drinking 
 International Standards for the Treatment of Drug Use Disorders and prevention 

of drug use  
 WHO estimates of alcohol- and drug-attributable disease burden 
 Preventing opioid overdose mortality by effective management of opioid 

overdose (WHO-UNODC Stop-Overdose-Safely (SOS) Initiative) 

Executive Board room 

 

 

12:45-13:15  Lunch break (sandwiches to be provided)   

13:15-14:00  Plenary panel:  Challenges and opportunities in addressing public health 
dimensions of substance use and addictive behaviours 

 

Executive Board room 

 

14:00-14:10  Break   

14:10-15:30  Plenary: cross-cutting issues 

 Implementation of effective policies and interventions: challenges, successes 
and the way forward 

Executive Board room 

15:30-16:00  Coffee/tea break   

16:00-17:30  Plenary: cross-cutting issues (continued) 

 Commercial determinants of health and role of different stakeholders in 

achieving public health objectives  

 The concept of “harm to others” and its relevance to public policies 

Executive Board room 

18:00-19:30  Open microphone, market place and networking reception WHO Winter Garden 
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Second WHO Forum on alcohol, drugs and addictive behaviours 
Achieving SDG 2030 health targets through enhanced partnerships and collaboration 

 

Time Friday, 28 June 2019 Venue 

 
Three parallel sessions with breaks for morning coffee/tea (10.30-11.00) Executive Board room 

Room C 
Room E.170 

09:00-12:30  1. Harmful use of alcohol   

 10 years since endorsement of the Global strategy to reduce harmful use of 
alcohol: goals achieved and lessons learned 

 Alcohol within the context of Noncommunicable Diseases (NCD) and SDG 2030 
 SAFER implementation at country level 
 Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) 
 Global action on alcohol: the way forward  

Executive Board room 

09:00-12:30  2. Public health dimension of the world drug problem  

 Cannabis and health: challenges and priorities for public health  
 World Drug Report 2019 (UNODC, 2019) 
 Addressing opioid overdose crisis 
 Implementation of operational recommendations endorsed by the UNGASS 

2016 on the world drug problem 

Room C 

09:00-12:30  3. Public health aspects of disorders due to addictive behaviours  

 The boundaries of gaming and gambling disorders and validity of the current 
diagnostic criteria 

 Prevention strategies  and treatment programs to reduce disease burden due to 
addictive behaviours  

 Convergence of gambling and gaming and E-sport from public health 
perspective 

 Public health implications of addictive behaviours: the way forward 

Room E.170 

12:30-13:00  Lunch break (sandwiches to be provided)   

13:00-14:00   Parallel lunch-time seminars along the three main tracks of the Forum  

Alcohol control interventions: a quality assessment of systematic reviews   

Drug Policy and Public Good: what have we learned about different policy levers, 
and can they make a difference?  

Gambling-gaming convergence: public health implications  

 

Executive Board room 
(alcohol)    
Room C (drugs)  
Room E.170 (addictive 
behaviours) 

14:00-14:15   Break   

14:15-15:30  Plenary: cross-cutting issues  

 Monitoring progress in achieving universal health coverage (UHC) and the 
relevant SDG targets for alcohol, drugs and addictive behaviours  

 International research and networking 

Executive Board room  

15:30-16:00  Coffee/tea break   

16:00-17:00  Plenary: cross-cutting issues(continued) 

 Disorders due to substance use and addictive behaviours in 11th revision of 
International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11)  

 Capacity building and workforce development 

Executive Board room 

17:00-17:30  Conclusions and recommendations. Closure of the Forum Executive Board room 
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Parallel satellite meetings of interested parties on current and planned WHO-led activities  
(by registration only) 

Time Saturday, 29 June 2019 Venue 

09:00-11:00  Reducing the harmful use of alcohol: the way forward Room C 

11:00-11:30   Coffee/tea break   

11:30-12:30  Monitoring progress with achievement of SDG 3.5 health target Room C 

12:30-13:30   Lunch break (sandwiches to be provided)   

 


